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Editors Note

Still no one is going diving or atleast they aren’t telling me 
about it. Remember to send me your photos of your day 
out at least, a story would be better, even a few lines.

We lost one of the great entertainers in the club this 
month to a horrible disease that no one should have to 
endure, including family and friends. Im sure anyone who 
knew Colin or had anything to do with him appreciates 
his wit and drive while being one of the nicest guys you 
could ever wish to meet. It is a reminder to us all that we 
have to live the moment and not let a chance go by, much 
as Colin lived his life.

The scallop season remains closed this year and I really 
can’t see it ever opening again unless we tackle the ma-
jor environmental causes that are destroying the scallop 
beds and I can’t see that happening either so I guess we 
will have to find other reasons to go diving in the winter 
months or start making a difference.

I hope you enjoy this small issue as so few have contrib-
uted to it.

Be safe
Eric
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Presidents Intro

Hi All. Life is getting back to normal now and 
hopefully a lot more diving is going to happen. 
Last meeting showed really good numbers and 
some good ole chat. Seems everyone is ready 
to get back into it. Sadly this month we lost a 
long standing club member Colin Wragg. Colin 
was the kind of guy that always made us laugh 
and was that guy who always turned up at a club 
meeting late! Our thoughts are with Maxine, Emi-
ly and Will.
Lindsey is looking for bookings on the trips with 
some calmer weather throughout winter and this 
is a good time to dive if you can put up with the 
cold. Remember to take with you the essentials 
of warm clothing and a thermos of hot soup for 
after your dives.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting and Yes, 
I will go in earlier to put the heater on!
Cheers
Johnny

Club News
Our next club meeting will be happening Tues-
day 21th July 2020, 7.30pm at our clubrooms.   
Also time for a general catchup afterward to see 
what other fellow members have been up to div-
ing over the winter, and also whats in store for 
upcoming dive trips. See y’all there!
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Pool session – Refresher dive, skills & gear check. Tues-
day 4th August at Richmond Aquatic Centre, club price of 
$10/tank + $6 pool entry. (TBC depending on interest)
Cave dive - 23rd August subject to interest, meeting 
times & details to follow
 
Lake Dive – September
Waitata Bay – October
Lermotov – rescheduled to November
 
My cell is 022 0987894 for any enquiries
 
Cheers
Lindsay

Club Trips



He was the Entertainer
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Earlier this month long time Nelson Underwater 
Club Member Colin Wragg passed away after a 
long battle with health issues. 
To be honest I am not sure how long Colin had 
been a member of the Underwater Club, many 
of our older members will certainly know. Per-
sonally I only had the privilege of know Colin for 
the past 16 years, when I first came along to a 
Club meeting. My son was berating me for being 
late (as is my usual custom) so I was very re-
lieved to see a small dapper gent with a sneaky 
look moustache sneak into the back of the Club 
rooms well after our own late entry. While initially 
apologetic he soon was making smart comments 
and garnering the bickering attention of most 
present while I sat in awe of such entertainment.
This was one of Colin’s many trademarks. No 
matter what was happening, where we were or 
who was present, he always insightfully funny. 
We used to laugh that when planning any trips 
it would be worth paying for Colin to come along 
just as the entertainment factor – of course we 
never told him that! Colin was just naturally funny 
in a very caring and thoughtful way. He would 
have us in fits of laughter without being obvious 
about planning it. One night in Port Vila, Vanuatu 
on a club trip 21 of us ended up all piling into one 
of the many “buses” (aka van) to go out to dinner. 
As you can imagine it was a squeeze, arms, legs 
and all sorts of body parts everywhere, very little 
room to move, or even breathe. And of course 
the bus driver waited ( who wouldn’t with such 
a great fare!) so we all did the same again on 

the way home, a few drinks later… Colin some-
where down towards the back of the bus started 
a raucous rendition of “The wheels on the bus”, 
a very adult version, but everytime he got to the 
final verse words which we expected to be ex-
ceedingly rude, he switched and another rhyme 
came out. This continued afresh all the way 
back to the motel and even with limited breath-
ing space we were all in fits of laughter. The next 
morning we begged Colin to teach us the song 
– but he couldn’t remember the words. Even 
years later he remained adamant, though I am 
still suspicious about this.
It was on this trip too that I learnt of Colin’s pen-
chant for exploring bathrooms. The club was us-
ing several motel rooms next door to each other. 
Colin was bunking in the unit next to us. I can 
still remember waking up and wondering who 
the heck was in our bathroom showering and 
singing early one morning. It was Colin. Seemed 
the bathroom in the unit he was in, was being 
used and he couldn’t wait, so he decided to use 
the shower in the unit next door. This quickly be-
came a common occurrence through the motel 
for the duration of our stay. No one ever knew 
when Colin would turn up in their bathroom.
Colin was a competitive person which was evi-
denced in his prowess at so many sports, swim-
ming, biking, kayaking, and while he never had a 
problem making fun of his own self, he often ex-
pressed doubt at first that the mistake may have 
been caused by himself. Again on the trip to Port 
Vila, when he ended up with no wetsuit for the 
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afternoon dive ( not his fault of course) he wasn’t 
going to let that stop him diving and donned in 
undies alone off he went. It would have been 
uneventful except that another (female) diver 
spotted the opportunity while Colin was taking 
photos, away from the mooring line she shot and 
quick as a flash whisked Colin’s undies off and 
was seen swimming off into the distance twirling 
them above her head. Colin however was oblivi-
ous to her departure, and adamant it must have 
been at least two big burly blokes. But a dive is 
a dive and so he continued, starkers now and 
having to be wary of not allowing any lower body 
parts to come into contact with the reef. The oth-
ers on the dive, while somewhat startled to see 
his lack of attire , also shrugged it off as another 
of Colin’s bizarre acts. However this wasn’t quite 
the case when Colin returned to the trapeze at 
the safety stop, the first at 6 metres and second 
at 3 metres a boat length away. This trip wasn’t 
Nelson Underwater club members only, there 
were paying punters from Australia too but they 
quickly made their way to the surface as soon 
as Colin turned up to hang naked from the bar. 
The majority of the NUC divers waiting out their 
safety stops were either in fits of giggling and 
mask clearing or simply turned away to look out 
into the clear peaceful blue water. However one 
profound momento came about from this safety 
stop. Colin decided to attempt a hand stand up-
side on the bar, and in doing so with his legs wide 
open breathed out through his regulator. Hence 
a very opportune trail of bubbles escaped. Per-
haps the editor will allow such a winning photo to 
be included with this article, if not you will simply 
have to imagine.    
Colin’s escapades were endless, all of us who 
knew him could share plenty of stories, like I 
said he was a funny entertaining man. However 
he was patient and caring of those around him, 
he was a great listener and could make any-
one comfortable. To this end he also was happy 
being paired with less experienced divers and 
helping them enjoy their diving, sometimes at 
the expense of his own pursuits. I know this per-
sonally as on one of my early dive trips to Kaik-
oura with the club poor old Colin got paired with 
me. Somehow we ended up being the last to get 
in the water down at Barney’s Rock, we left the 
car keys with a member staying on shore and off 
we went, the plan was to swim out to Barney’s 
Rock and make our way back. I was very new 
to diving and there was a considerable current 
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so my air was spent quite fast. I can remember 
indicating this to Colin just as we reached the 
rock so it was time to make our way back. But 
we weren’t even half way back to land when I 
had to surface and we all know that swimming on 
the surface is generally harder than making our 
way along under. I wasn’t that fit at the time and 
swimming against the current was a struggle. I 
was very uncomfortable and I am pretty certain 
that without Colin alongside me to encourage me 
and keep me calm I would have been in big trou-
ble. It was a scarey moment in my life and I will 
always be grateful that I had such a great dive 
buddy with me. We got to shore, clambered up 
the beach to find that everyone had gone back to 
the clubhouse except my son, including the ba-
bysitter of the keys… Now Colin was a locksmith 
but we still couldn’t break into the car and we had 
to wait until someone realized we were missing 
and came back for us. Colin managed to keep us 
entertained as usual.
With all his sporting pursuits time for diving be-
came a rarity for Colin, he had so many interests! 
But every now and then he would turn up with his 
old ratty dive gear and immerse himself under 
water again, always coming up saying he didn’t 
know why he didn’t dive more. He also loved 
sailing and was happy to help Eric & I sail Re-
flection down to Nelson when we first purchased 
her.  Before we set sail we had to provision in 
Whangarei and this is where I learnt about Col-
in’s addiction to bananas. We set off around the 
supermarket with two trolleys, basically setting 
up a bare boat. I said to the boys to get what 
they wanted to make sure everyone had their fa-
vourite foods. Colin said a banana on toast each 
morning was something he couldn’t do without. 
So I put him in charge of the bananas, back he 
came to the trolley with a couple of bunches 
of bananas. We made it to the end of the first 
isle and he said perhaps he should get another 
bunch since those two may not last for the trip. 
Off he went and a 3rd bunch joined the pile, we 
got down another isle and he started muttering to 
himself and counting on his fingers. He turned to 
me with a worried look and said if it takes 6 days 
and there are 6 of us then we would need at least 
36 bananas but what if someone ate more than 
one a day? So off he was gone again getting 
more bananas. In the end we had 72 bananas 
on board, Colin was in charge of dividing them 
out – he kept them stashed in the wardrobe in 
his cabin – it’s a wonder he didn’t gas himself! 
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Someone must have eaten more than 
one per day coz we only got back to 
Nelson with six to spare. Colin was 
happy.
A few years later he joined us on Re-
flection up in Vanuatu, he had a blast 
with the locals, helping out where he 
could and spent considerable time 
helping cull Crown of Thorn starfish 
from the reef. He loved adventures 
but loved his family time too. He and 
Maxine, his lifetime partner, were an 
amazing couple, so well suited to each 
other. 
I have only written about some of 
my own experiences with Colin here, 
I know many of you have shared so 
much more with him over the years, 
he was truly one of those great char-
acters that make life good. Colin will 
be missed by the Nelson Underwater 
Club but remembered for his ability 
to make people laugh and  feel good 
about themselves, his amazing ath-
letic abilities, his kindness to others, 
the way he got involved with so many 
projects and the way he made most of 
us re evaluate exactly what life is all 
about.



July 2020                                                                                   www.nelsonunderwater.club

Each day, as the sun sets over the coral-fringed Raja 
Ampat Islands in Indonesia, an underwater preda-
tor stirs. As predators go, it’s not especially big or 
ferocious – an arm’s length from head to tail, with a 
snuffling, moustachioed snout.
What’s unique is that it doesn’t so much swim along 
the seabed as walk. Using its four fins as legs, and 
twisting its spine like a lizard, it can emerge from 
the water and hold its breath for an hour, strutting 
across the exposed reef and clambering between tide 
pools to find prey.
It’s a walking shark, and far from the stereotypical 
view of these baleful beasts, it tells an alternative 
story of how sharks look and live. Biologists recently 
confirmed there are nine species of walking sharks. 
They are the ocean’s newest sharks – probably only 
9m years old as a group, with the two youngest 
species splitting apart less than 2m years ago – chal-
lenging the long-held notion that sharks are ancient 
and unchanging. They are not evolutionary survi-
vors from bygone eras, but animals that continue to 
adapt.

The walking sharks themselves are just a fraction of 
the immense diversity of sharks. There are bram-
ble sharks and gollum sharks, night sharks and shy 
sharks, clouded angel sharks and splendid lantern 
sharks; there are fat cat sharks, mouse cat sharks, 

frog, cow and weasel sharks. In all, more than 1,000 
elasmobranch species are alive today. One in 10 shark 
species are bioluminescent: they light up in the dark. 
Another is so small you could tuck it in a pocket, and 
it has little pockets of its own – filled, for an unknown 
reason, with glowing goo. Some sharks puff up to look 
bigger and scarier than they really are. Mother sharks 
can be pregnant for three years at a time, or have vir-
gin births.
But if all you knew about sharks you learned from 
Hollywood, you’d think they were aquatic horrors. 
Sharks have a film genre all their own: there are mov-
ies about ghost sharks and zombie sharks, sharks that 
squirt acid, killer sharks that swim through sand or 
snow, and a staggering six instalments of the Sharkna-
do film franchise.
Even more problematic is when the more believable 
films depict sharks as monstrous villains: in 2016, The 
Shallowsfeatured a female surfer being brutally at-
tacked by a vengeful great white, leading a group of 
marine scientists to write an open letter to Columbia 
Pictures warning that the movie was a dangerous 
mis-characterisation that could keep the tide of public 
opinion turned against sharks.
In reality, sharks are overfished in their millions. They 
aren’t adapted to being prey, rather than predator: 
sharks grow slowly, spending ages as teenagers before 
reaching maturity; they lay few eggs and give birth to 

Man-eaters everywhere
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Diving with Covid19

few pups, not enough to replenish dwindling popula-
tions. Those that stay alive can spend decades, even 
centuries, absorbing man-made pollutants and plas-
tics. Individual sharks have seen their world become 
hotter and more acidic in their lifetime: Greenland 
sharks swimming around today were born when the 
Arctic Ocean was several degrees cooler. The upshot of 
all this is bleakly predictable. At last count, a quarter 
of all sharks and their flattened cousins, the rays, were 
found to be threatened with extinction.
Sharks matter to humanity. Much is lost when they 
vanish from the seas. “There’s a lot we can learn from 
sharks,” says Jasmin Graham, shark biologist and 
project coordinator of MarSci-Lace at Mote Marine 
Laboratory in Florida, where researchers are investi-
gating how sharks quickly heal wounds and how they 
evolved immunity to many diseases. “If they’re not 
here, then that evolutionary history, that information, 
is lost.” At the 2008 Beijing Olympics, swimmer Mi-
chael Phelps won eight gold medals wearing a suit 
inspired by the tiny, toothlike denticles in sharks’ skin 
that reduce drag and boost their speed. (The suits were 
later banned after studies revealed that they trap air 
bubbles, helping swimmers float.)
Sharks matter not just because they can be useful for 
humans, however, but entire ocean ecosystems. “Lots 
of shark species have been shown to be keystone 
predators,” says Graham. “They maintain balance 

in ecosystems and keep things in order, removing 
weaker, sicker prey and stopping any single spe-
cies from exploding in numbers and taking over.” 
One study comparing remote islands in the Central 
Pacific showed that when sharks are fished out, coral 
reefs can become dominated by small fish and over-
run by algae. “We don’t understand until we lose the 
species how important it was,” says Graham.
We need to talk about sharks. Though no sharks 
have yet gone the way of the dodo, plenty of species 
are lined up for imminent extinction. And the loss 
of sharks is not just about species blinking out, but 
a diminishment from their former abundance. Just 
like the erasing of native fauna from the continents 
– of bears and wolves, tigers and lions, koalas and 
kakapos – so the oceans are now losing their sharks. 
The only difference is that their dying out mostly 
goes unnoticed.
In more than 20 years of diving and researching the 
oceans I’ve had many encounters with wild sharks, 
each one a moment to treasure and note in my dive 
logbook. I used to feel adventurous when family and 
friends asked me if I was scared to dive with sharks. 
(No, never.) But increasingly, as the question keeps 
being asked, it unsettles me – that so many people 
still think this way.
For years, scientists and conservationists have been 
saying that sharks have more to fear from humans 
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than we have from them. Pick whichever statistic you 
like best of things far more likely to kill you: a toppling 
vending machine, a falling coconut. Still there’s this 
lingering idea that sharks are dangerous, vindictive and 
brutal. Fear is certainly not being deliberately stoked 
by the very few people who’ve been attacked by sharks, 
many of whom, despite losing limbs, have become 
outspoken advocates for shark conservation.
“As a kid, I saw Jaws, and I wasn’t particularly scared of 
it,” says Graham. “I was just asking why? Why do peo-
ple think that they’re so scary? How are they different 
from a dolphin? They’re both predators. Why did the 
sharks get a bad rep and dolphins got to have Flipper?”
These majestic animals are doing much worse world-
wide than they were back in 1975 when Jaws was 
released. They need all the positive publicity they can 
get. New stories need to be told about sharks – the big 
ones and small ones, the ones that walk and glow, and 
all the other things they can be.

by Helen Scales
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Any   OLD   Magazines
Help Wanted!
The magazine has always been an integral part of our club, with the first issues dating back to 
1950’s. Many of these are gathering dust in the club rooms. We need volunteers to help us scan 
and upload as many issues as we can to put up onto our website, NelsonUnderwater.club so that 
all can enjoy the rich history and deep local knowledge we have within the club.

If you can help, please contact Nik at website@nelsonunderwater.club or phone/text 022 0438645.

View our magazine online at www.nelsonunderwater.club

DIVE  TIME
Next Meeting: Tuesday 16th April 2019 7:30pm
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Rebuilding shellfish fisheries in Golden and Tasman 
Bays
The wild shellfish fisheries in Golden and Tasman 
Bays were once very valuable, but their production 
levels have declined significantly. We were asked to 
help stakeholders understand what had happened, 
and why, so that these valuable resources could be 
restored.
Overview
At their peak, wild fisheries for scallops, oysters, and 
mussels in Tasman and Golden Bays had combined 
revenues of about $90M a year. They also provided 
significant socioeconomic benefits to non-commercial 
stakeholders such as customary and recreation fish-
ers, and to iwi.
However, these fisheries have declined over the last 
decade and commercial fishing has all but ceased. 
The causes of the observed decline are unknown, but 
are likely to be a combination of man-made and envi-
ronmental effects.
We were asked to help the stakeholders of these fish-
eries develop potential approaches for restoring the 
sustainable production of wild shellfish fisheries in 
Golden and Tasman Bays.
Ecological importance
These fisheries and the ecosystems of which they are 
part occur in sheltered bays sheltered from oceanic 
swells; and these low energy environments are less 
resilient that those in high energy ecosystems on ex-
posed coastlines.
These vulnerable ecosystems are not only subjected 
to the effects of fishing, but also to environmental, cli-

matic, and other man-made stressors. These may 
include:
The effects of bottom fishing activities
Land use including toxins, pollutants, and the effects 
of sediment loadings in waterways
Climate and variability in primary production
Diseases and toxic algae
Our research will provide a case study for other fish-
eries in vulnerable ecosystems.
Socio-economic importance
The visions for the fisheries is to âto maintain healthy, 
productive and sustainable fisheries for commercial, 
recreational and customary useâ. Maximising sus-
tainable production in shellfish fisheries is important 
both regionally and nationally. Scallops represent the 
highest value shellfish stock in Tasman and Golden 
Bays and even a modest rebuild would have signifi-
cant economic, social, and conservation benefits for 
all stakeholders.
Iwi (Te Tua Ihu) have interests in customary, com-
mercial and, recreational fishing, and guardianship 
of coastal resources; this research has indirect links 
to Iwi aspirations consistent with their Iwi Fisheries 
Plan. Scallops are also an iconic recreational fish-
ery in these bays and the New Zealand Recreational 
Fishing Council (NZRFC) supports rebuilding these 
fisheries to increase recreational opportunities.
Complex problems need sophisticated approaches
The declines are likely to be caused by several fac-
tors, with complex interactions.
Ad hoc changes to the management of these fisher-
ies, or completely stopping commercial fishing, are 

Where are the Scallops
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unlikely to change their medium to long-term status. 
Increasing production of the fisheries will require re-
search in order to provide tools and information for 
an ecosystem approach to managing them.
Approach
The complex issues affecting wild shellfish produc-
tion in Tasman and Golden bays are most likely be-
yond the single stock management measures cur-
rently available, and need ecosystem approaches 
to rebuild shellfish production.
Because of this, we have established a group of 
stakeholder representatives so that we can to un-
derstand their management goals. This will allow us 
to clearly identify the information and tools they re-
quire, and to help develop a strategic research plan 
to get this information. Stakeholder engagement 
and collaborative research with the Cawthron Insti-
tute and Landcare Research underpin our research 
approach.
The development of a tool for ecosystem approach-
es will enable stakeholders to evaluate the trade-
offs and benefits of different management options. 
At fishery and multi-fishery levels, we aim to build 
the capability of industry to maximise the production 
of wild shellfish through the development of tech-
nology and information
The identification of the primary drivers of, and con-
straints to, shellfish production is a key outcome of 
this research. These may be factors such as cli-
mate- or oceanographically-related drivers which 
we cannot control, but our ability to explain and 
predict when these drivers are likely to produce 

beneficial or detrimental effects will better inform man-
agement and fishing strategies. For other, man-made 
factors, information from this research may inform the 
development and evaluation of strategies to minimise 
or mitigate negative effects and to maximise the in-
fluence of positive effects.‘They really have got brain 
power, they seem to have emotions, and they connect 
with people,’ Mr Leipnik said.

https://marinedata.niwa.co.nz/tasman-bay-golden-
bay-scallop-assessment/?fbclid=IwAR1td7jphaq6Wx
cIOdro40TyytN-DKjthFS_dEQGHOPGGvP1J0ZqCg-
KD83c

http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/9059598/Shellfish-reviv-
al-focus-of-review
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/5283498/Scallop-clo-
sures-for-bays
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/features/weekend/7753130/
Where-have-all-the-scallops-gone
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/7279521/Scallops-in-
short-supply-in-region
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/7283486/Scal-
lop-harvest-based-in-Sounds
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/7747377/Scallop-fishery-
may-not-recover
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/8892135/Scal-
lop-war-of-words-over-jewel-in-crown
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/business/8905234/
Scallop-fishery-being-destroyed
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/9421430/Scallops-a-wor-
ry
http://www.stuff.co.nz/marlborough-express/news/8930083/Par-
ties-to-have-say-on-review-of-scallop-beds
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Fisheries New Zealand has announced chang-
es to the recreational fishing rules for rock lob-
ster in the Hauraki Gulf/Bay of Plenty (CRA 2) 
and the Canterbury/Marlborough (CRA 5) rock 
lobster fisheries from 1 July 2020.
In the Hauraki Gulf/Bay of Plenty fishery, known 
as CRA 2, the recreational daily bag limit has 
reduced from 6 spiny rock lobsters per person 
to a new daily limit of 3.
For the Marlborough/Canterbury rock lobster 
fishery, known as CRA 5, the recreational accu-
mulation limit has reduced to 3 daily bag limits 
(a total of 18 rock lobsters). Bag and tag condi-
tions have also been introduced, requiring fish-
ers to clearly store and label each day’s catch. 
These rules already apply in the Kaikōura 
Marine Area, a sub-area of CRA 5.
The changes have been made to support the 
current rebuild of the CRA 2 rock lobster fishery 
from low levels, and to assist with addressing 
illegal take in both fisheries, says director of 
fisheries management Emma Taylor.
“We regularly review New Zealand’s fisheries 
to ensure they remain sustainable, and when 
there is evidence that stocks are low we take 
action.”
In both the CRA 2 and CRA 5 fisheries, a new 
requirement for telson clipping, which involves 
cutting the last third of the middle fan of a lob-
ster’s tail, has also been introduced.

“This is to help easily identify recreationally 
caught lobster so it can’t be traded, sold, or 
bartered. It assists fisheries compliance in 
detecting and deterring illegal take and sale of 
crayfish.
“Crayfish are highly valued by customary, 
recreational, and commercial fishers. Our job 
is to work to find a balance between different 
communities’ needs, and to ensure our fisheries 
continue to provide for us all and in a sustain-
able way.”
The CRA 2 fishery is subject to a formalised 
rebuild plan. The commercial catch limit and 
the recreational allowance were significantly 
reduced on 1 April 2018. The changes to the 
CRA 2 recreational fishing rules from 1 July 
will further support the rebuild of this important 
shared fishery.
Consultation with tangata whenua and key 
stakeholders from a range of interest groups 
showed general support for the rule changes.

Marlborough/Canterbury (CRA 5)

The accumulation limit for spiny rock lobster is 
now 3 daily bag limits (a total of 18 lobsters).
Fishers must store each day’s catch in a bag or 
container that is clearly labelled with the indi-
vidual fisher’s name, date it was taken, and the 
number held.

Changes to Crayfish Rules
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Recreationally caught rock lobsters are re-
quired to be telson clipped.

Telson clipping

The telson is the central part of the tail fan on a 
rock lobster. Telson clipping is a way of mark-
ing spiny rock lobster to make it clear that they 
have been recreationally caught and are not for 
sale. One-third of the telson is cut off so that it 
is noticeably shorter than the other sections of 
the tail fan.
From 1 July 2020, once a fisher has checked 
that a lobster is legal size and is not subject to 
any other protections (such as carrying eggs), 
they must immediately cut one-third off the 
central telson. A person must not possess any 
spiny rock lobster taken from within the CRA5 
area if it has not had one-third of the central 
telson cut off.
Telson clipping can be done with a knife or 
scissors and is like clipping your fingernails.

Accumulation limit
An accumulation limit is the maximum amount 
of rock lobster any one person can be in pos-
session of at any one time, even if they have 
been fishing on multiple days.

From 1 July 2020, each person can hold a maxi-
mum of 3 daily bag limits (18 lobsters). These 
lobsters must be stored and labelled in accord-
ance with the ‘bag and tag’ conditions outlined 
below.
Bag and tag conditions
Bag and tag conditions provide evidence that 
accumulated rock lobsters were taken within the 
daily bag limit of 6 lobsters over 3 days or more.
From 1 July 2020, recreational fishers must hold 
rock lobster in a container or bag that contains 
only a single day’s catch, and is clearly labelled 
with:
the individual fisher’s name
the date the lobsters were taken
the number of lobsters held.
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‘Giant evolving’ sea creatures unearthed by divers 
below ice revealed
ANTARCTICA divers made an incredible find be-
low the ice, revealing “giant” sea creatures that had 
evolved thanks to the harsh conditions
The icy continent serves as a scientific haven for 
more than 1,000 researchers around the year, who 
monitor climate change and study Earth’s history. Its 
barren landscape gives them access to an un-spoilt 
world, where they can complete their research with-
out intrusion or political pressure. But, sometimes 
the scientists like to head beneath the ice to get a 
glimpse into an ecosystem untouched in millennia, 
and Advexon’s “Under the Ice” documentary showed 
what happens when they do.
One of the divers said in 2014: “At this time of the 
year you can see almost a quarter of a mile ahead.
“These strange things are called brine channels, up 
on the surface the salt is concentrated in the frozen 
sea ice and makes brine that is so salty it stays liquid 
even when the surface ice cools it.
“When this cold brine flows downwards, it freezes the 
less salty seawater around it, making these tubes.
“We’re diving in shallow water because most of the 
action is on the ocean floor.
“These sea stars have just finished off an urchin and 
are attacking each other.”
But the cameras then revealed several larger species 
resting on the seabed.
The series added: “Some of these animals are much 
bigger than similar species elsewhere.
“This sea spider is a giant compared to its cousins 
that live in warmer waters.
“Isolation helps these animals evolve differently and 

their slow metabolism in the cold lets them grow 
older and bigger.
“Clearwater is great for us, but hard on life here.
“There’s been no sunlight for four months, so 
nothing has been growing in the water.”
The documentary went on to show the harsh reali-
ties of life below the surface, and how they must 
fight to survive.
It continued: “Everything is hungry – this anemone 
may look pretty – but it’s a ravenous predator.
“The current has carried this jelly too close to the 
bottom and the anemone snagged it, sometimes 
they can eat an entire jelly.
“After about 40 minutes, you start to really get 
cold, it’s time to get back to the warm hut.
“Under the ice, you have no clue what the weath-
er has been doing, but this is Antarctica, it’s sure 
to be different.
“When you come out you get orientated by look-
ing for Mount Erebus, there it is smoking away in 
the distance.”
However, the team did have a warning over Ant-
arctica.
They noted: “On a slope below Mount Erebus, a 
glacier flows to the sea from the thick ice in the 
interior.
“In some ages of the Earth’s history, Antarctica’s 
ice has flowed completely away.
“Today, scientists are studying this ice, trying to 
learn whether it is growing or shrinking and why.
“This simple and precarious balance between 
what is frozen and what is not affecting everyone 
on Earth.”

Bizarre Finds under the Ice



CLUB LOAN GEAR

We appreiate that dive gear can be expensive when you astarting out or haven’t dived for a 
while. The Nelson Underwater Club owns several sets of BCD’s, Regulators and dive tanks 
that are regularly serviced and ready for use to any financial club member.

All we ask is that you return the gear clean and dry by the middle of the week following bor-
rowing it and that if you use tanks that they are returned full so others can enjoy them.

If you notice anything that is not right please make sure that you let us know so we can get 
it fixed as soon as possible and not inconvenience anyone.

Simply call Jenny on ******* to organise a time for you to collect it and drop it back.
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Join the Club
New members are always welcome

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FIRST NAME SURNAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE MOBILE PHONE

DIVE QUALIFICATION TRAINING PROVIDER

ANY PARTICULAR ASPECT OF DIVING YOU ARE MOST INTERESTED IN?

eg: photography, cray/scallops, freediving, spearfishing

I HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE NELSON 
UNDERWATER CLUB AND THE RELEVANT LAWS OF THE LAND.

PLEASE RETURN TO ANY NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB COMITTEE MEMEBER or 
POST TO NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB, PO BOX 3743, RICHMOND, NELSON or

EMAIL TO membership@nelsonunderwater.club
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Dive in!!!
with the NUC

DIVE with the Nelson Underwater Club

FOLLOW with the Nelson Underwater Club

JOIN the FUN with the Nelson Underwater Club

www.nelsonunderwater.club


