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Despite the weather warming up and the longer days, I 
don’t seem to be seeing many people out diving... Whats 
wrong with you all, the waters great. We have enjoyed a 
few good days diving in the Queen Charlotte even if there 
are no fish left over there due to the fishing pressure.

The big news this month is the clubs 60th birthday, there 
is still room if you can make it, contact Katie and she will 
make sure you can be squeezed in and if you know of 
anyone that wants to come along, invite them as well. 
We have two great guests, Dave Moran always has a 
wild tale and Rosemary Tarlton was envolved in the mas-
sive  construction project of constructing Kelly Tarltons 
Underwater World.

I have managed to scrape up a few clippings from the 
past about the Nelson Underwater Club, whenever we 
made the good old fashion newspaper, they are inter-
esting reading and show how diverse the club has been 
over the years.

Its great to see another trip get out last month and by 
Yaro’s report it was a fantastic day that you really missed 
out on if you sat at home. Its time to dust off your gear 
and get involved, 

Don’t forget that if you do go out I would love some pho-
tos and an article would be even better. You dont have to 
be a journalist just string a few sentences together and 
add a few phots. I will make it look great.

Happy diving.

Eric



Presidents Intro

Hi All. 

The club seems to be going quite well at the mo-
ment. Trips are filling up fast and membership 
is on a steady climb, which is great. A general 
reminder to all, that subs were due a couple of 
months ago now and it’s only $40. 

Club dinner is coming up on the 19th of this 
month. It would be great to see old and new 
members attend this 60th anniversary. These 
nights have always been a huge success in the 
past and is a good tine to catch up with past and 
present members and hear stories from the good 
ole days. A lot of time and effort has gone in to 
compiling a list so please let Katie know as 
soon as possible if you can come. We have spe-
cial guest speakers coming as well. 
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Eric and myself have finally organised a meeting 
with the NCC, Athletics Nelson and Wakatu Dance 
Trust over the sale of the Athletics rooms down-
stairs .For those of you who don’t know we share 
the facilities downstairs so what we are trying to 
achieve is an understanding of how it is all go-
ing to work with new owners without upsetting our 
tenants downstairs. 

See you all on the 19th at Armadillos. 
Johnny 

Club News
Our next club meeting will be happening Tues-
day 15th October.
Come along and see what other fellow mem-
bers have been up to and what’s coming up for 
diving this spring time!
Members as well as non members thinking 
about diving or joining a club all welcome. We 
would love for you to join us! Come along for a 
casual chat.
See you there!



NUC Club Trips
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Recent trips: 
Sunday 8th Sept: Paul Gardiner text me invit-
ing anyone keen on blowing some bubbles to 
join him at the Glen for a shore dive where he 
was training a student. Two of our members 
took part. Thanks Paul for that as I want mem-
bers who are planning a dive and have space 
to let me know so I can contact other members 
who may want a dive. 
Saturday 21st Sept: Johnny kindly allowed me 
to take three divers in his boat to dive the 
Koronui and Lyttleton. A perfect day with little 
wind, flat calm seas and good vis. Johnny had 
to work! 

Trips coming up:  
Saturday 19th / Sunday20th October: Was to 
be Port Underwood but as the 60th Anniversary 
dinner is on Saturday night we will look at div-
ing somewhere closer like Horoirangi marine 
reserve. We will make a new date for Port Un-
derwood.  
   
Thursday 14th to Sunday 17th November:  
Weekend in French Pass staying in Webbers 
Big House. $30 per night pp. Bring your bed-
ding and food. Good family weekend. You can 
stay how many nights that suits. 

Also in November possibly a Riwaka Cave dive. 
Eric in charge of this. 
I will organise a trip to the Mikhail Lermontov 
with Waikawa Dive when they have a day 
available. 
I have Canterbury Underwater Club’s lodge at 
Kaikoura pencilled in for Nelson Anniversary 
weekend. Nelson anniversary is 3rd February. I 
will have to confirm numbers staying nearer 
the time. 
In between these trips when conditions look 
suitable I will try to get other trips away to 
Hohoirangi or Tonga Island marine reserves if 
boats are available or beach dives if not. If the 
conditions are suitable and anyone wants to get 
out for a dive let me know and I will try to 
organise something. 
We are scheduling a planned trip the first week-
end after each club meeting so please attend 
the meetings if you are keen to dive. 
I feel that we are beginning to make progress 
with getting the club active again with some 
keen divers at our last club meeting which 
makes it easier for me to plan trips and get to 
know them. It looks like we will have more di-
vers and boats available for trips soon.  
Larry Oakly. 
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For me diving is all about exploration of un-
known. That is why I was so excited about the 
upcoming trip to Koronui and Lyttelton wrecks.  
However, this trip exceeded my expectation 
because it combined many factors that made it 
almost perfect: sunny weather, great visibility, 
unexpected wildlife encounter and lots of fun. 
After an hour drive from Nelson we arrived to 
Okiwi Bay. Our professional driver and skipper- 
Larry safely brought three divers (Richard, Oli-
ver and Yaro) and the boat (that was generously 
provided by Johnny) to the boat ramp.  After a 
moment of waiting for other boats to launch at 
the ramp, we launched our boat as well. Larry 
pushed the throttle down and we moved to-
wards our first destination – wreck Koronui.  
It was a warm, quiet and sunny day.  We were 
getting closer to our first dive spot, when Oliver 
spotted a school of dolphins approximately 50m 
away from our boat. After a while, Larry noticed 
another school of dolphins just in front of our 
boat and in few minutes about ten Dusky dol-
phins were circling the boat cheerfully playing 
with each other, exposing distinctive white bel-
lies. 
Hypnotised, we observed this spectacular crea-
tures but didn’t miss the chance to take some 
photos. It was such a great start of the day; this 
encounter filled us with positive energy and 

Double Down Wrecks

reinforced our desire to dive.  Soon we were 
ready to descent at Koronui. Signal OK, thumb 
down and we were slowly descending towards 
a stunning artificial reef that was cowered with 
numerous sponges, anemones and algae. Dur-
ing the dive we were surrounded by a school 
of Sweep, with occasionally seen Tarakihi, and 
juvenile Snapper. In the wreck caverns, we saw 
Sea perches and Slender roughy; colourful 
nudibranchs were scattered on the rocks and 
other fishes were spotted around the wreck. We 
were thinking - What a great visibility! (10 mis-
ters +) while exploring rusty parts of steel that 
used to be a boat but now peacefully lying here 
on the sea floor. Half an hour later we were 
ascending back to the surface with numerous 
photos in our cameras and countless images of 
wreck and gorgeous fish in our minds. After re-
location to another dive site and an hour surface 
interval we were ready to explore the second 
wreck – Lyttelton. Huge school of juvenile Snap-
per met us at the bottom. Lyttelton was much 
smaller than Koronui, but the marine life was as 
numerous. A moderate current at this dive 
site created a lot of fun and remained us that we 
need keep our fitness level up.  It was a great 
day with awesome people, with plenty of laugh-
ter and joy. Cheers, guys and see you 
next time. 
Yaro
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Endeavours Guardian 



www.nelsonunderwater.club                                                                                    October 2019

March 1796 with 55 persons on board. The re-
maining 35 people existed on seal meat, birds 
and fish until rescued on May 1797 by an Ameri-
can whaling scow the Mercury. Today all that 
remains of the Endeavour is some timber, cop-
per sheathing, fastenings and the ballast stones 
lying in shallow water. There was some thought 
that it was Captain Cooks Endeavour but this 
has been disproved. May last year during our 
dive trip to Dusky sound Eric and myself did two 
dives on the wreck of the Endeavour to take pho-
tos. On the second dive Eric was on scuba so he 
could concentrate on his photography and I was 
freediving. I came across a good sized octopus 
and took some photos and video. The tide was 
low enough to stand up with the top of our bod-
ies out of water. As I backed away the octopus 
kept following me and reaching out towards me. 
I stopped moving and beckoned Eric over to see 
it and the octopus wrapped itself around my left 
arm and the camera. We both thought it was hi-
larious until it started to try and swallow my hand 
which started to hurt. I flung it off and then it at-
tacked my fins then wrapped itself around my an-
kle. Each time I shook it off it would have another 
go. Eventually I decided to swim back to our boat 
and the octopus finally 
gave up.

The Endeavour a ship of 800 tons sailed from 
Port Jackson in Sydney Harbour on September 
7th 1795 in company with the brig Fancy. On 
the 4th October the Endeavour was struck by a 
heavy gale which opened her seams with water 
rising rapidly the pumps having to be kept going 
continuously for two days. She arrived in Facile 
Harbour, Dusky Sound a few days later.  
Already in Dusky sound was a sealing gang left 
there on the 7th November 1792 for 11 months 
by the ship Brittania which arrived back on the 
28th September 1793. During the time theybuilt 
a house, a wharf and began construction of a 
vessel of 60 to 70 tons claimed to be the first-
built in New Zealand.  When the Fancy arrived it 
brought the population up to 244 which included 
convicts and seamen creating a lot of disorder. 
Justice was rough with food scarce thieving and 
murder being punished the same. 
After inspection the Endeavour was deemed too 
damaged to repair so was stripped and the 
fittings used to finish the vessel being built and 
to convert the Endeavour’s longboat to a deep 
sea craft. On 7th January 1796 the finished ves-
sel named the Providence with 90 persons on 
board and the Fancy with 64 persons on board 
set sail for India stopping on the way at Nor-
folk Island for repairs. The converted longboat 
named the Assistance arrived in Sydney in 



www.nelsonunderwater.club                                                                                   October 2019

Out Diving



October 2019                                                                                   www.nelsonunderwater.club

Aqualung Conshelf Regulators. well serviced and 
in excellent conditions, these regulators have 
history with hundreds of amazing adventure, in 
fact they are really a collectors item.

Contact Ross MacDonald  027 657 7570

ForSale



60years gone by
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Queen Charlotte
Sorte.The Pinnacles



It was a weekend we had planned to bring 
Reflection home to Motueka, but at the last mo-
ment the forecasts changed so we adapted our 
plans accordingly – still plenty of unexplored ter-
ritory over in the Queen Charlotte Sound.
Friday night we cruised towards the outer part 
of the Queen Charlotte Sound where we lifted 
a rather large piece of rubbish (and hopefully 
useful) from the bottom, sighted on our earlier 
excursions. Then we made our way out to the 
Pinnacles for a dive.
Anchoring up in front we just hung back per-
fectly over the Pinnacles, Russell jumped in, 
quickly followed by me while Eric & Gizmo 
stayed up top as boat personnel. Here the 
macrocystis ( aka giant kelp) reach up to the 
surface so no dramas in finding the dive site. I 
made my way down to a ledge at 12 metres and 
set up my camera and strobes, within seconds 
a school of butterfly perch and terikhi   moved 
in to investigate this strange intruder. I spent 
ages just watching and photographing, sitting 
still they come so close and surround you, it’s 
worth taking the time to just sit and watch. While 
I was doing this I was surprised to see a red 
cod swim towards me, I followed it down slightly 
deeper and watched as the cod swum under a 

rock only to scoot out the other side and return 
to investigate me. Very strange behaviour for a 
decent sized red cod. Butterfly perch swarmed 
in and under the same rock, then all of a sud-
den another red cod swum out chasing the first 
one away. Definitely not the sort of usual activity 
from these guys – but pretty cool to watch.
The vis had looked awesome from the surface 
but there were lots of particles in the water, 
often caused by the fish stirring up the bottom 
themselves. As I swum along the pinnacles the 
amount of invertebrate life kept me busy and 
then the world just went dark. I looked at to see 
a solid wall of koheru moving around me, the 
school just sort of pulsated around, with sudden 
fluctuations that left me expecting to see some-
thing bigger coming through – but nothing did. 
Being in the centre of a flow and ebb of masses 
of fish like this is another one of those magic 
moments underwater.
Then I moved into the macrocystis forests of 
kelp stretching up to the surface, here there 
wasn’t a huge amount of fishlife other than 
wrasse and the occasional cray, but very pretty 
diving. Not far from the first cray I spotted I 
found a cray snare, not been down long so 
taken up as another piece of rubbish. Gotta 



wonder what the diver thought when he found 
he had lost it.
The Pinnacles is always a pretty dive, and the 
macrocystis gives a different perspective to the 
dive, lots of fish, nudibranchi, invertebrate life 
and if you are lucky a cray or two.
Lunch then another dive, the  we headed into 
Pickersgill to moor up for the night and watch 
the rugby, Russell jumped in to get some night 
time video, ending up with some cool footage 
of an octopus that possibly was a tad put out by 
being invaded by a set of video lights.
Next morning we headed back in towards Nga-
kuta, stopping for a dive at Double Cove, a 
regional Marine Reserve almost guaranteed to 
be teeming with blue cod. As I put on my dry 
suit I realised I had somehow burnt a hole in 
the leg of my suit so that was the end of diving 
for me today, so Eric and I stayed up top while 
Russell went down for more video – but the sad 
thing was he saw only two blue cod after scout-
ing the whole bay. Very unusual for here – and 
sad to think someone may have been fishing in 
this spot. The cod are usually so numerous you 
can’t risk even poking a pinkie out or they are in 
like Flynn, and now nothing. Even the sign was 
missing. Sad.



Just another great weekend out on the water, 
and would you believe when we came back over 
Gentle Annie and looked across Tasman Bay 
she was flat as so we probably could have come 
home afterall…..
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Vanuatu..Santo

An early morning flight changed into a mid morning 
flight and a 5 hour stop over back in Port Vila while 
we waited for our connecting flight to Luganville 
meaning we wouldn’t get a dive in today as planned. 
Anyway all was good and a nice day saw us having 
a few Tuskers at the Moorings to fill in time. All to 
soon our friendly bus driver turned up to take us to 
the airport, god I love the buses in Vanuatu. Why 
cant we have this system running in New Zealand.

The flight to Luganville is about an hour in an ATR72 
turbo prop so its as comfortable as they get and they 
can carry a fair load so no worries about our gear. 
Our old friend Paul White from Aore Adventure 
Sports met us at the airport with another accommo-
dating bus driver who stopped at the local supermar-
ket so we could pick up supplies for the next week 
before Paul took us over to his accommodation at 
Aore Island

Paul likes an early start and we were well and truly 
await at day break and his staff started arriving soon 
after including our great friend, Alfred No1, his is 
a genuine master when it comes to the President 
Coolidge, easily completing more dives on it than 
anyone else. Five years ago he had done over 13000 
dives on the wreck so he knows ever nook and 
cranny. Today we were reef diving however outside 
Tutuba Island while the conditions allowed. The reef 
was always good but the hard corals had dramatically 

improved since we were last here and we had several 
outstanding dives cruising along looking at an ex-
tremely healthy reef, full of life, in crystal clear water.

Next morning we were off to one of my favourite 
dives, an old island trader that was sunk by Bokissa 
Resort many years ago. The resort has gone to wrack 
and ruin now days and Paul got the rights to dive it, 
there have been long running battles over the owner-
ship of it and not many divers get to visit her. She is 
an extremely pretty wreck, sitting upright on white 
sand with large fan corals adorning her hull and fire 
red whip corals gracing her decks. The water is so 
blue here it is amazing, unfortunately your dive time 
is limited as she is in 40metres of water.

Million Dollar Point is one of the dives that you just 
have to do to appreciate the stupidity of stubbiness, 
in short at the end of World War II the French asked 
the Americans for all the military equipment that 
they were going to leave behind when they returned 
home. The Americans said they could have it for a 
million dollars, to which the French dug their toes in 
and insisted the Americans would leave it behind so 
refused to pay anything. Eventually the Americans 
drove everything into the sea as they threaten the 
French they would do unknowingly creating one of 
the most unique dive sites in the world. Everything 
you can imagine used for a military operation is 
there, trucks, jeeps, forklifts, scrapers, bulldozers, 
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cranes and so on as well as a couple of ships that tried to salvage stuff. All accessible 
from a shore dive if you wanted. At one point the trucks are literally stacked on top of 
each other down to 40metres. Go see it for yourself, you won’t believe how much there 
is and when you consider that you are only seeing about 20 percent of it because they 
drove stuff in then backfilled it repeatedly until it was all in the tide and unless to the 
French.

We had a few more great dives on reefs but another wreck I love to dive that seldom 
see divers beckoned. Anne, Russell and I were some of the very first divers to dive 
this wreck many years ago and we had to work really hard to get an operator to take 
us to it now it gets a few more visitors. For New Zealanders the little tug is famous 
for trying to battle the overwelming conditions and unsuccessfully attempting to tow 
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the Wahine off the rocks at the Wellington Heads. 
She ended up here being used as a barge to salvage 
fuel off the President Coolidge to be sold and used 
by the PO Cruise line. One night a local was paid 
to take her out to deep water and scuttle her where 
no one would find her, however he must have had 
other things to do and only made it out into the 
Segond Channel before he pulled the plug luckily 
for use. Once again she sits in 42 metres of water 
and is upright, the current can be phenomenal and 
unpredictable here if you get it wrong and we did 
this time. We had to fight our way down the line 
then spent the little time we had sheltering on the 
lee side of her before struggling back up the line to 
the surface. She’s still a nice wreck.

Off to another wee favourite, the “spy plane” its re-
ally a shore dive but as a second dive from the boat 
it was just that bit easier. It’s also not really a spy 
plane, its a Douglas Dauntless dive bomber that I’m 
guessing was pushed in the water when the war was 
over and drifted down to 18 odd metres along with 
a pile of other ammunition, pipes and debris. She is 
pretty broken up but most things are still recognis-
able including the tail section complete with arrester 
hook for landing on the carriers. The wings are the 
give away when it comes to identifying what type of 
plane it is, the distinctive cheese cutter holes in the 
flaps tell the whole story. The propellor has broken 
away and rests against a small coral head covered in 
colourful corals.
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No dive trip to Luganville is complete without div-
ing the President Coolidge, a converted luxury liner 
used as a troop ship during World War II, unfortu-
nately she hit two mines entering the Segond Chan-
nel that the local Headquarters failed to tell them 
that they had moved the minefield. Now she lies 
with her bow pointing to the shore in 22 metres on 
her port side. The locals claim that it is the largest 
accessible wreck dive in the southern hemisphere, 
depending on what you are talking about they could 
be right. The Mikhail Lermontov is 150mm longer 
but half the displacement. Anyway she is certainly 
has the best conditions for diving of the two, visi-
bilty is usually excellent and the water is 28degrees 
what more could you want? Anne and I have done 
over hundred dives on this ship and know it rea-
sonably well, well enough to have a quick dive into 
cargo hold number two, take a photo I had been 
planning for a while and coming up through the sal-
vage hole cut in the starboard side while the guide 
followed along wondering what are these two up to, 
not even doing a deco dive on the Coolidge when it 
was their only dive? We had to fly at lunchtime the 
next day so couldn’t afford a second dive or to go 
into deco! We made it.

Rest afternoon after a lot of diving that most people 
miss because they are fixated on the Coolidge, Santo 
is much, much more, the catching up with other 
friends in Luganville before catching the plane back 
to Vila.



This challenge is open to all members 
of the Nelson Underwater Club using a 
GoPro or similar micro action camera 
on a recognised NUC Club Trip to cap-
ture the most recognisable species of 
fishlife, including crustaceans, mam-
mals and cephalopods (excluding in-
vertebrates, molluscs, weeds, and al-
gae).

* Only a GoPro or similar micro action 
camera with auto-focus and without 
the ability to zoom while in use are per-
mitted to be used.

* Entrants must be a financial mem-
ber of the Nelson Underwater Club by  
31/01/2020

* Only one nominated species per pho-
tograph.

* Photographs are in New Zealand wa-
ters only

* One point for each species plus an 
additional point if your buddy or your-
self is in the photo. (applies to every 
photograph presented)

* Photographs must be emailed within 
7 days of the trip they were taken on to 
editor@nelsonunderwater.club

* Points will accumulate and there is 
no limit to the number of entries.

* Scores will be advertised monthly in 
the NUC Magazine

* The winner is the member with the 
most accumulated points for the year

* Photographs must be taken between 
01/04/2019 and  31/3/2020

Micro Challenge
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Micro Challenge Scores

1 x Fish

1 x Diver plus

= 2 Points

This is designed as a fun challenge that everyone can participate in regardless of your diving 
experience or camera quality. You simply need to go diving and realistically you don’t even need 
to go far to get started as alot of fish can be located close to shore on reefs and sand easily ac-
cessed by shore diving so you don’t even need access to a boat. This couldn’t be easier. Get a 
buddy and a cheaper micro camera and get in the water taking photos. 

I will even give you a game plan. Once you have your buddy and camera, make a list of fish you 
wan to photograph with them. Talk about where you would find each fish and make a plan how you 
will find it and get a photo of it, remember that if you include your buddy in the photo you will get 
an extra point on your score as a bonus. I will even give you a point if you get a selfie with the fish. 
There are no points for quality, if I can recognise the fish or even part of the fish you will get the 
point.

If you need help at identifying fish or even knowing what to look for and where, contact me and I 
will help otherwise there are plenty of great fish id books out there to come up with ideas.

As you can see in the photo below, 2 points is pretty easy to get and crayfish are counted along 
with crabs, octopus, each different bleeny and triple fin and I will even count jellyfish. We simply 
want you in the water. competing on a friendly basis.

Each month we will keep track of the tallies for competitors here so you can see where everyone 
is

Best of luck
Eric
editor@nelsonunderwater.club
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We are NZ’s only Drysuit manufacturer meaning 
we are the best people to offer repairs, servic-
ing and alterations to all makes and models of 
Drysuits and Waders we carry most replacement 
parts in stock so we can provide quick turn-
around.
Paul has 15 years knowledge and experience 
in the industry and knows all the brands and all 
the tricks, over these years he has seen repairs 
that are potentially dangerous or have not been 
done well and have cost more money to fix prop-
erly.  Make sure the person working on your suit 
knows what they are doing.

These are the repairs we offer:

Full Drysuit and Wader testing
Cuffs and Neck seal replacements (latex and 
neoprene)
Boot replacements
Zip replacements
Restitching
Valve servicing and cleaning
Sitech or Viking dry glove, cuff and neck ring 
systems fitted
Alterations
Neck dams/yokes fitted
Contact us with your repair needs and to find out 
a cost.

25 Station Road, Wellsford, Auckland 0900, New 
Zealand

09 423 8237   021 425 706

info@oceandry.co.nz
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CLUB LOAN GEAR

We appreiate that dive gear can be expensive when you astarting out or haven’t dived for a 
while. The Nelson Underwater Club owns several sets of BCD’s, Regulators and dive tanks 
that are regularly serviced and ready for use to any financial club member.

All we ask is that you return the gear clean and dry by the middle of the week following bor-
rowing it and that if you use tanks that they are returned full so others can enjoy them.

If you notice anything that is not right please make sure that you let us know so we can get 
it fixed as soon as possible and not inconvenience anyone.

Simply call Jenny on ******* to organise a time for you to collect it and drop it back.



Join the Club
New members are always welcome

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FIRST NAME SURNAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE MOBILE PHONE

DIVE QUALIFICATION TRAINING PROVIDER

ANY PARTICULAR ASPECT OF DIVING YOU ARE MOST INTERESTED IN?

eg: photography, cray/scallops, freediving, spearfishing

I HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE NELSON 
UNDERWATER CLUB AND THE RELEVANT LAWS OF THE LAND.

PLEASE RETURN TO ANY NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB COMITTEE MEMEBER or 
POST TO NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB, PO BOX 3743, RICHMOND, NELSON or

EMAIL TO membership@nelsonunderwater.club
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Dive in!!!
with the NUC

DIVE with the Nelson Underwater Club

FOLLOW with the Nelson Underwater Club

JOIN the FUN with the Nelson Underwater Club

www.nelsonunderwater.club


