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Time for the second edition of Dive Time from the Nelson 
Underwater Club. No one could have objected that much 
to the last magazine as I didn’t hear anything back about 
it.

We have managed to get a couple of dive trips in this 
months so there is plenty to read about for those of you 
who missed out on the trips. The water is still surprisingly 
water and the visiblity is starting to improve as winter is 
approaching. Remember cold water diving is great being 
cold diving isn’t, so make sure that you are equipped for 
both the dive and the trip to stay warm.

Larry has the start of a full calendar for the next 11months 
with a bit of everything so there must be a trip or two that 
you can join in on.

It was great to see new members at the club meeting last 
month, Louise, Anna and Jarrod all seem very keen to get 
into the water and I hope that this encourages them to do 
so. It was also fantastic to see Oliver and Yaro come  join 
us at Cable Bay in the weekend for a lttle refresher and 
to test the gear.

Sadly one of the clubs biggest supporters is no longer 
with us have passed away this month and we will miss 
her smiling face and lovely conversations.

Don’t forget to send me photos of any dive trips you go 
on even if they aren’t with the club, everyone is always 
interested what others are up to. If you can also write a 
few words about it, it would be even better.
If you think of something that should be in the magazine 
let me know, I can make anything happen.

Eric



Presidents Intro

Hi all I would like to welcome the 3 new club 
members that came to last months meeting 
Anna, Jarred & Louise. Anna & Louise have 
quite a bit of experience between them on scuba 
diving while Jarred has got a lot of free diving to 
his credit.  
The Hororangi reserve trip was a good day out 
with the sea conditions getting better as the day 
went on it was a good way for me to get back in 
the water ( 2 Boats 7 divers) read the articles for 
more info.
On the committee front we had the whole com-
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mittee at the last meeting which worked a treat 
discussing things like the up and coming club din-
ner and the clubs 60th birthday which will come 
up in October. Subs were also brought up and in-
voices will be sent very soon however you can 
just come to a meeting and pay or fill out the on 
line member ship form on the web site.
On a sad note we lost Vera McDonald this last 
month and our deepest sympathies go out to 
Ross and family.
Hope to see you at a meeting soon or on a trip.
Johnny

 

 

 

 

 for all boaties and professionals. Learn from the experts how to get the best value from your anti-
fouling, and go in the draw to win some free anti-foul paint. 

Carboline New Zealand, a leading manufacturer of marine paints, is teaming up with the TOS Marine Biosecurity 
Partnership and Nelmac to bring you this opportunity to understand the hows, whys, dos, and don’ts of antifouling. 

Good hull maintenance ensures you use less fuel, get to your destination faster, and do not spread marine pests. New rules 
in Marlborough ban highly fouled vessels from moving in and out of the region, while existing rules in Tasman and Nelson 
require control of Mediterranean fanworm (Sabella spallanzanii). This training will help you understand best practice to 
get good performance from your antifouling, how to prepare surfaces and apply paint. We will also cover what you need to 
know about the new rules and how to recognise pests. 

Any queries ring or email Peter Lawless, Top of the South Marine Biosecurity coordinator at 021 894 363 or 
tosmarinebio@gmail.com 

 This is a drop-in session. Arrive any time from 1.00pm to 3.30pm and we will include you. 

 

You are INVITED 



NUC Club Trips
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Club trips: 

Trips coming up:
Sunday 5th May family day and navigation 
practice at Cable Bay

Saturday 18th May Night Dive out of Delaware 
Bay

Saturday day or Sunday 25th/26th May out 
of Okiwi Bay to dive the Koronui and Lyttleton 
shipwrecks and or a cray dive. Boats needed.

Saturday or Sunday 22nd/23rd June Brass 
Monkey dive in Lake Rotoiti. 

Also looking into a trip in Port underwood using 
our smaller boats and inflatables

Looking at accommodation options for a week-
end trip to Golden Bay in September. If sea con-
ditions are favourable we could try and find the 
fresh water spring that is connected to PuPu 
springs between Tata Islands and Taupo Point. 

I have the weekend Thursday 14th until Sun-
day 17th November at French Pass staying in 
Webbers Big House available. Weekends after 
that are booked out.

Canterbury Underwater Club’s Lodge in Kai-
koura for Nelson Anniversary weekend is 
available for us. Nelson Anniversary is 3rd Feb-
ruary 2020. I have to keep in touch with them to 
confirm the booking and numbers staying. 

If you have any ideas or a particular dive you 
want to do please contact me by email or phone 
0274805917

Please try and make the club meetings as it 
is much easier to discuss and plan dive trips 
face to face rather than through social media or 
email. The meetings are held at our club rooms 
at Pioneer Park 7.30 pm 3rd Tuesday each 
month.

Larry Oakly. 



Cape Palisser
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Easter weekend saw Wendy and myself head 
north to Masterton which is pretty unheard 
of for us to go anywhere. While up there we 
managed to squeeze in a day excursion to the 
cape never having been there before. What an 
interesting place. Along the way we saw a great 
collection of Bulldozers attached to some rather 
large trailers with equally large boats on them 
sitting on the beach. I should have imagined if it 
wasn’t a long weekend, they would have been 
out fishing.
Another couple of k’s down the road we found 
the head land. I think we struck the weather 
just before it was going to turn with only the 
occasional gust of wind that could blow you 
clean off the rocks yet the sea was still quite 
flat. Walking around the rock pools we started 
to find all kinds of critters, anemones to paua 
sitting in small puddles of sea water. The paua 
ranged in size from 25mm-75mm or so. Great 
to see these in so close. I could only imagine 
what was out deeper.
After leaving the rock pools we drove 500m 
back on the road which we had come along. 

Seeing so many camper vans and cars we 
stopped to see a rather large seal colony with 
heaps of inquisitive pups. They would come out 
off the water close enough that you could have 
reached out and touched them. 
After a busy weekend out of town we flew home 
to have a rest before we had to get back into the 
week ahead. Nice that it was a short one.
Catch you all later Johnny



King Trophy
Sunday 14th April we left Nelson Marina for 
Horoirangi Marine Reserve to contest the King 
Trophy which is spear fishing with cameras to 
capture the most species of fish. I went with Nik 
Spijkerman in Johnny Little’s boat and there 
were four in Abyss Dive’s boat.

Nik and Johnny had a cray dive on Johnny’s se-
cret spot at Pepin Island while I stayed with the 
boat. Johnny’s spot was so secret I don’t think 
he even found it as he came back with an empty 
catch bag. Paul had two students doing their ad-
vanced course.

Both boats then moved into the reserve for the 
king trophy. The weather was perfect, warm, 
sunny with flat calm sea. The visibility was 2 – 3 
meters making it hard to see fish. Lying still and 
waiting patiently worked best. Even though they 
don’t count in the contest it was good to see lots 
of crayfish some of them very large. This shows 
the value of marine reserves.
more of them spread around our coastline.
As Eric Simmons wasn’t here for the contest he 
has volunteered to judge the photos.
It was good to get a club trip away and we will 
have many more.
Larry
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Club News
We hope you all enjoyed the last club meet-
ing on navigation and got to practice what you 
learned at the club dive! 

This month we will be talking about night diving, 
what you need, what you might see and how 
exciting it can be (it’s not scary at all!) This will 
be followed up by an upcoming night dive so 
come along and get prepared then join us on 
the dive! 

Also see what else we have coming up over the 
coming months. See you all there!

Mark this date on your calendar, in your phone, 
set a reminder, hey bring a friend too! We would 
love to see you all there

Tuesday 21th May 7.30pm at the clubrooms

Safety sausages or SMB’s are compulsory for all divers on Nelson Underwater Club trips,
they will save your life or atleast save you a lot of embarassing time floating in the water waiting

for a search team to find you. It’s no good just carrying one if you can’t put it up, don’t be
shy, give it a go next time your out on the water. Believe us, the boatman will appreciate being

able to see you.

Can you get if up?
If you can’t be seen by the boat?
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New Members

doing some diving in Rarotonga while on holi-
day which he said was pretty cool. Richard and 
his partner are also looking at getting a boat this 
year so they can get out fishing more. Richard 
is also interested in doing some more training 
in the near future and hopes to get to Rescue 
Diver. In his spare time he works as a mechanic 
and also plays in the Celtic Pipe Band, who he 
is going to Glasgow with later this year. Richard 
is really looking forward to meeting more like 
minded divers and hopefully getting some bud-
dies to head out with! 
We all look forward to meeting you too Richard

It was great to see Louise, Anna and Jarrod at 
the club meeting and hear about their experi-
ences and two other new members, Oliver and 
Yaro also turned up to the Navigation day at 
Cable Bay for a little practise and water time. 
Nice to see so many new members wanting to 
join in .

We would like to welcome Aaron Tapper to the 
club.Aaron has his Padi Open Water Certifica-
tion and is interested in hunting and gathering 
seafood.A Marine Diesel Fitter, Aaron is First 
Aid Trained, Sea Survival trained and has 25 
Years in Marine Industry, Aaron owns his own 
Boat- a 5.5 Meter Mclay Fisherman.We look 
forward to meeting Aaron above the water and 
seeing him on/under the water!

Also a huge welcome to Richard Suttie who is 
an Advanced Open Water diver with about 10 
years of experience but hasn’t had the chance 
to dive much over those ten years. Over the 
last year Richard has been back in the water 
more and hence has joined the club to get to 
know more divers in the local area and get out 
as much as he can. Richard loves most diving 
but is interested in wreck diving as he loves the 
history behind them, and he also loves chasing 
a few Crays, enjoying the challenge. Richard 
shared he just loves being in the water and 
finds it very peaceful. He has mostly been div-
ing in New Zealand, has done a few dives on 
the 
Great Barrier Island up North and a few in 
Kaikoura etc. He has also ventured overseas, 
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In memory of a lovely 
lady

This month we sadly lost one of the true heros 
of the Nelson Underwater Club, Vera MacDon-
ald wasn’t a diver but she was the greatest 
supporter of the club and everyone involved 
in it. She was tireless in her efforts to help the 
club and was always there to help with anything 
that needed doing whether organising decora-
tions for a prize giving or magically cleaning up 
behind everyone on club trips or events, there 
was never a job she wouldn’t roll her sleeves up 
for to make sure things happened and everyone 
had a great time, she was always quietly work-
ing in the background quite often unnoticed by 
most however things never would have hap-
pened without her. She could talk to anyone 

about anything and never had a bad word to 
say about anyone in the entire time I had the 
pleasure of knowing her. Her passing was so 
sad but also a relief as she had battled with 
serious health issues for a long time and seeing 
such a wonderful person dragged down is such 
a shame and so unfair. Vera touched everyone 
that had anything to do with her and will be 
missed by Ross and his whole family along with 
the Nelson Underwater Club and personally I 
have been honored to have known such a truly 
wonderful person.

Eric



In Hot Pursuit
We headed off in two boats from Nelson. Paul, 
Janelle, Hooks and me in one boat and Johnny, 
Larry and Nick in the other. It was a cold morn-
ing and the sea was flat as. We headed up to 
Pepin Island for our first dive to hunt for crays 
and then we were to head back to the Horoiran-
gi Reserve to take photos for the King Trophy 
competition for the most species of fish caught 
on camera. We kitted up for the first dive and 
Paul, Hooks and I got in and headed under. The 
viz wasn’t very good, only about 2-3 metres. It 
wasn’t long before we saw the first crays. While 
I was waiting outside the cave for Paul, a big 
school of large King fish swam past and then 
turned around and swam back the other way, 
very cool, as I had never seen a school of King 
fish before. We carried on our dive to about 25m 
catching a few more crays on the way. Another 

first for me was to see a large John Dory which sat 
on the bottom only a metre from me. It was a good 
first dive, lots to see and we caught enough crays 
for a good feed. We headed around the corner to 
catch up with the other boat and timed it well as 
they had just got out of the water.

We soaked up some sun and had something 
to eat and then all headed back to the reserve 
for our photographic dive. We buddied up and I 
started to get my gear ready. I turned on my air 
but couldn’t get my tank and first stage to seal. 
I got my spare O-rings out and changed it but it 
wouldn’t seal. Paul reckoned he could see a nick 
in the first stage O-ring so we tipped a container 
of water on it and sure enough it had blown. On 
the other boat, Johnny was having problems too 
and couldn’t get his air pressure gauge to work so 
between us we ended up making a set of work-
ing regs. Always good to carry some tools with 
you. Janelle and I buddied up and we got in the 
water at about 8m. The viz wasn’t very good, it 
ranged from about 1 to 3m. Because of the viz it 
was hard to see the fish and even harder to pho-
tograph them. We tried going out deeper and in 
shallower but were struggling to find clear water 

www.nelsonunderwater.club                                                                                               May 2019



May     2019                                                                                          www.nelsonunderwater.club

The terrible trio on a mission
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and see fish. We were all in the same area so all 
had the same viz to contend with. While we were 
under the water the guys on top had noticed a 
boat acting suspiciously about 300m away, well 
inside the reserve, and had gone over to see 
them. They were fishing and Paul advised them 
that they were fishing in a reserve and to get 
out. They took off. There was a set line nearby 
which Paul believed was theirs although there 
was no name on either their boat or the set line. 
Paul returned to pick Janelle and I up from our 
dive and then headed over to retrieve the set 
line and photograph and let go any fish that had 
been caught. Fortunately there were only two 
snapper on the line and they were still alive and 
we let them go. All GPS marks and photos were 
forwarded to DOC to follow up on.

After reviewing my underwater photos when 
I got home, I can advise that the competition 
threat from me is minimal.

A great days was had by all.
Matt Parker
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Out Diving



60years gone by
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The investment of money and time along with the commitment and forsight of earlier members has 
left todays members with a fantastic asset that continues to provide income and a place to call home 
today. Below is an article by Noel Hancock describing th ebuilding of the clurooms, this is taken from 
a copy of the July 1977 Nelson Underwater Club magazine.

Now that work on the clubrooms is well on its way, I 
would like, for the benefit of those who have not been 
fully aware of events over the past few years or of future 
plans, briefly recapp on the whole deal.
Two years ago the club decided to build in conjunc-
tion with the Harriers and scouts, the club rooms  at the 
existing site in Pioneer Park. We actually took the place 
of the Table Tennis Assn, who were keen to build but not 
immediately. Our choice of the site came after we had 
looked at many other alternatives such as existing club 
buildings, old houses, leasing rooms, writing to local 
bodies for possible sites etc and the Pioneer Park site was 
the best. It was apparent if we didn’t take the opportunity 
then we would never get club rooms.
Plans started immediately as well as fund raiding as the 
club was very low on funds. It is with great credit that we 
have raised to date about $11000 plus $2000 club funds, 
the expected cost of the rooms being around $20000. Be-
cause of site problems and that we were joining onto an 
existing building, and had the Harriers as well, plans took 
much longer to complete than at first thought. The above 
also determined the basic design of the building but it 
became apparent that with our high roof line we could 
incorporate a mezzanine floor in the building.
Once the permit was issued it was decided to have 
contractors to do Stage 1 which was the foundations and 
concrete floor, with ourselves arranging digging out, 
backfilling, with hard fill and compacting, preparing and 
digging of trenches and pads, arranging and supplying of 
reinforcing steel, plumbing etc. allof which are finished. 
Many thanks must go to those who helped out of work-
ing bees and arrangements, a lot of time was put in by 
many during this stage, The total cost for us for this stage 
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plus engineers and architects plans has been about $9500.
The next stage No 2 is in 3 parts, these are the main steel 
supports and framework which is self supporting and sits 
in the middle of the building, the concrete block walls 
and columns around the toilet block on the eastern side, 
and three poured concrete columns and a concrete beam 
on the western side.
The structural steel has all arrived, some of it esspecially 
located in Wellington 6months ago and Kevin Page and 
Andrew Leachman are at present sandblasting and paint-
ing prior to welding. Garth Irvine and somme helpers 
who are yet to be found, are organising the laying of the 
concrete blocks and the pouring of the columns for the 
toilet area in conjunction with the Harriers as this part is 
shared by us both. Frank Hawkins and myself plus help-
ers who are yet to be found are to do the concrete col-
umns and beam on the western side. The cost of all this 
will be about $3000.00 leaving about $1000 for the roof 
purlins, iron and the timber southern wall. This may not 
be enough so we may have to do a bit more fund raising, 
(any ideas give us a ring) in an endeavour that work will 
not be held up because of lack of funds.
Thats about it so far folks, and so you can see a fair bit of 
work has been spent to date with a fair but more to come. 
It is however, a great project and if you get into action 
now I am sure you will get a great deal of enjoyment out 
of helping to do something constructive and of benefit to 
yourselves and others later. So you there. 

Noel Hancock.



What would you do?

Ann and Bill were really getting into scuba 
diving. It was everything they had imagined it 
would be, and more. They were diving at a local 
quarry, and conditions were good overall. When 
they reached the platform 60 feet down, Ann 
noticed Bill was having trouble with his weight 
belt and moved in to help him out. She didn’t 
expect it to be a problem. Fighting with the 
belt and his gear, Bill twisted to one side and 
knocked Ann’s regulator from her mouth. Things 
went downhill from there.
A new diver, 24-year-old Ann was in good 
health. She had made 15 dives total, including 
four from her initial certification seven months 
earlier. She tried to get to the local quarry every 
month to keep practicing with her dive buddy, 
Bill, whom she met in dive class. They had be-
come fast friends, and Ann was happy to have 
a dive buddy with a similar experience level and 
interests. They were both excited about dive-
travel opportunities and taking additional train-
ing. Both divers were using a mixture of rented 
and personal gear. They were buying pieces as 
they could afford it.
Conditions that morning were comparable to 
what they had learned in. The water was cool 
— typical for the end of the dive season — and 
Ann and Bill were able to wear their normal 
wetsuits.
They planned to make a fairly typical dive for 
the quarry. They were going to swim out to a 
marker buoy on the surface and then descend 
to a platform 60 feet down. From there, they 
planned to work their way into shallower water, 
exploring some of the sunken attractions in the 
quarry. They had made the same basic dive 
several times before.

When Ann and Bill arrived at the platform, Ann 
noticed Bill was having trouble with his weight 
belt. He immediately kneeled on the platform, 
trying to get things under control. After watching 
Bill struggle for a minute, Ann moved in close to 
try to help him out. She was getting cold from 
sitting still on the platform and wanted to move 
the dive along.
Bill’s BC was loose and moving out of place 
as he tried to get his weight belt buckled. Ann 
approached Bill just as he twisted to the side, 
slinging his BC around. The sudden movement 
knocked Ann’s regulator from her mouth. Real-
izing what had happened, Bill immediately tried 
to help Ann recover her regulator. In the process 
of helping her, his weight belt came loose and 
dropped to the swim platform behind him. Bill 
immediately began floating toward the surface, 
and his weight belt was out of reach before he 
realized it. He began struggling to get back to 
the bottom, but in the process, Bill lost a fin and 
his tank came loose from his BC. He ascended 
all the way to the surface and was unable to 
descend again. When he realized Ann wasn’t 
right behind him, he signaled to the shore for 
help. Two nearby divers responded quickly, but 
they didn’t find Ann for 15 minutes. When they 
finally located her, she was unconscious and 
her regulator was still out of her mouth.
On the surface, the rescuers began resuscita-
tion efforts, but they were unsuccessful. Ann’s 
autopsy indicated she had drowned.
How could this be prevented?

Copied from https://www.scubadiving.com/les-
sons-life-minor-issues-major-consequences

Tell us what you would do at the next meeting.
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Fish ID

The Magpie Perch (Cheilodactylus nigripes) 
is also commonly referred to as the ‘Magpie 
Morwong’ and belongs to the Morwong family 
Cheilodactylidae. This species can be found in 
the temperate waters of southern Australia from 
Albany in Western Australia to Kiama in south-
ern New South Wales. It is occasionally found 
in the waters of Tasmania and has also been 
recorded in northern New Zealand. In 1974 
they were first seen at Mana Island and later 
in 1977 spotted at Cape Soucis. This attractive 
fish has four vertical black bands, the first cov-
ering the prominent hump, head and spout of 
the fish. There are two sensory horns pointing 
forward just in front of the eyes. The colour is 
black and white with black turning to a brownish 
red nearer the tail. Pectoral fins are extremely 
long and when at rest the Magpie Perch sits on 
the sea bed similar to a Blue Cod.
This species is known to feed on small inver-
tebrates that are sucked up off the bottom as 
the Magpie Perch sifts through the sediment 
for food. Juveniles can often be found in sea-
grass beds whilst the adults are more common 
on rocky reefs or under jetties. It can be found 
down to depths of 60 metres. The Magpie Perch 
(Cheilodactylus nigripes) grows to a maximum 
length of approximately 40cm.
It is considered to be a rarity see them in New 
Zealand however we know of several local pairs 

Magpie Perch Cheilodactylus visonarius
in Horoirangi and Tonga Island Marine Reserves 
as well as Cape Soucis, Pepin Island and d’Urville 
Island. Keep your eye out they are very bashful.



Dusky on the Pembroke

Nearly a year ago a few intrepid members of the 
Nelson Underwater Club joined forces with some 
other like-minded adventurers and set off on an 
amazing trip of a lifetime down to Dusky Sound, 
Fiordland.
These are the sort of trips made more possible, 
logistically & financially, to every diver by belong-
ing to a dive club such as Nelson Underwater 
Club.  And yes, we had awesome diving, spec-
tacular scenery, amazing experiences and fan-
tastic fun. The weather didn’t always play ball, 
but our hosts and guides on the MV Pembroke 
never failed to satisfy the wide range of requests 
from our rather eccentric and varied bunch.
Some of us went down for two back to back trips 
, others for the usual five days. Some went for 
the fishing, some hunting, some (most) diving 
and some just to enjoy the scenery and experi-
ence – with no cell phones!
We flew in by helicopter, a hi-light in itself, with 
mind blowing scenery travelling from Te Anau 
over Lake Manapouri , scooting  sooooo closely 
to some of the most rugged mountain tops and 
beautifully reflective tarns directly to our home 
away from home the MV Pembroke. Within a 
very short time the massive amount of gear, 
food and divers were loaded and we were away, 
some readying ourselves for our first dive, others 

getting their fishing gear ready and loaded.
Next comes five days of great company, awe-
some diving, HEAPS of crayfish, scattered hunt-
ing forays, kayaking trips, amazing food (cour-
tesy of superwoman Amber, guide/chef/tank 
filler extraordinaire) and landing explorations to 
historical places. There truly was something for 
everyone and we all loved it.
We dived two or three times each day, we were 
shown the amazing historical aspects of this area 
giving us an overwhelming respect for those 
pioneers who explored here before, we ate like 
Kings, some of us fished regardless of the ele-
ments ( which aren’t always the kindest in the 
neck of the woods).
Then some of the first group flew out to be re-
placed by primarily a hither to unknown bunch 
from Whakatane ( & Singapore – huge climatic 
shock for this guy ) plus Bryn, a Nelson Under-
water Club and very keen diver – now the ele-
ments changed more towards a Hunting/Gath-
ering aspect – so more hunting excursions and 
….. crayfish – lookout! However those of us re-
maining from the first trip are now much more 
laid back on the catching crayfish ethos – been 
there, done that. We left it to these guys to keep 
us fed, UNLESS a Granddaddy crayfish is silly 
enough to venture out to us and say “Hello”.
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It was a blast! These new comers were so much 
entertainment and fitted in so well with those of 
us remaining – it was like starting the trip all over 
again. So much fun - yet again. 
For me the kayaking at the end of each day was 
awesome, didn’t matter if it was raining or not – 
just cruising off in the silence of the valleys, with 
only birdlife, fish jumping, seals playing and the 
occasional deer sighting on shore or up a river 
was just cool. I loved those times of complete 
solitude, just silently connecting with nature, I 
watched deer on the shore, seals playing with 
their catch, colonies of seal cubs putting on the 
most entertaining displays,  observed injured 
birds being preyed on by higher prey, to the effect 
that the prey jumped into our kayaks. A myriad 
of spectacular waterfalls, that eerie mist seeping 
into everywhere, the whole ambiance of Dusky 
Sound with its high raggy peaks, dropfall ranges, 
continuing down underwater. It is truly an amaz-
ing place, virtually untouched by humans, that 
every New Zealander should visit.
Divingwise – it is unreal, under that layer of dirty 
fresh water lies a paradise awaiting to be discov-
ered, life here is unlike anything you have ever 
seen before at such shallow depths. Astounding-
ly huge black corals can be found within 10 – 15 
metres of the surface, life abounds here but it is 

patchy so dont expect it everywhere but when 
you are on to it = WOW!
We dived a bay where the sea pens were sup-
posed to be (a favourite of a couple of us) – well, 
we landed on a sandy bank approx 8 metres 
deep, looking around it seemed all pretty benign 
but then we dropped another metre and Holy 
Heck these little critters are EVERYWHERE. But 
only about 3-5 cm high – not quite what I was 
expecting.
We snorkelled on the remains of the Endeavour, 
lying in a few metres of water, with not a huge 
amount remaining  to be seen, but Larry gave 
us great entertainment as an octopus decided 
Larry’s yellow fins were either a foe or great love 
– not sure which but it was certainly determined 
to be attached to them.
The drop-offs were teeming with the strangest 
critters that we seldom see, seahorses, sea spi-
ders, and massive black corals with colourful sea 
stars firmly entwined and large schools of but-
terfly perch moseying around, camo crabs, nudi-
branchi – It is all there waiting to be found. Seven 
Gill Sharks were seen on many dives, they took 
no notice of us to the extent that sometimes we 
felt they would bump into us. 
The most vicious critter I encountered was a 
small green wrasse (several of them usually), 
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but one in particular decided to have a bite of 
my lip as I was innocently swimming along. Eric 
was swimming in front of me and turned to in-
dicate he had been bitten on the finger – how 
ever seeing the trail of green blood from my face 
and my rather belligerent look he thought better 
of it. Nasty wee fish. On one dive I was certain 
someone had snuck behind and was hitting me 
on the head with something, but it turned out to 
be a small school of bad mannered wrasse peck-
ing at my hood. With these and the Blue Cod you 
definitely kept your fingers tucked in when taking 
photos or risk losing one.
Ten days were not long enough, there is so much 
to see in this land that time seems to have forgot-
ten, we will definitely be going back. If you ever 
get the chance to visit Fiordland – do it.
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This challenge is open to all members 
of the Nelson Underwater Club using a 
GoPro or similar micro action camera 
on a recognised NUC Club Trip to cap-
ture the most recognisable species of 
fishlife, including crustaceans, mam-
mals and cephalopods (excluding in-
vertebrates, molluscs, weeds, and al-
gae).

* Only a GoPro or similar micro action 
camera with auto-focus and without 
the ability to zoom while in use are per-
mitted to be used.

* Entrants must be a financial mem-
ber of the Nelson Underwater Club by  
31/01/2020

* Only one nominated species per pho-
tograph.

* Photographs are in New Zealand wa-
ters only

* One point for each species plus an 
additional point if your buddy or your-
self is in the photo. (applies to every 
photograph presented)

* Photographs must be emailed within 
7 days of the trip they were taken on to 
editor@nelsonunderwater.club

* Points will accumulate and there is 
no limit to the number of entries.

* Scores will be advertised monthly in 
the NUC Magazine

* The winner is the member with the 
most accumulated points for the year

* Photographs must be taken between 
01/04/2019 and  31/3/2020

Micro Challenge
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Micro Challenge Scores

1 x Fish

1 x Diver plus

= 2 Points

This is designed as a fun challenge that everyone can participate in regardless of your diving 
experience or camera quality. You simply need to go diving and realistically you don’t even need 
to go far to get started as alot of fish can be located close to shore on reefs and sand easily ac-
cessed by shore diving so you don’t even need access to a boat. This couldn’t be easier. Get a 
buddy and a cheaper micro camera and get in the water taking photos. 

I will even give you a game plan. Once you have your buddy and camera, make a list of fish you 
wan to photograph with them. Talk about where you would find each fish and make a plan how you 
will find it and get a photo of it, remember that if you include your buddy in the photo you will get 
an extra point on your score as a bonus. I will even give you a point if you get a selfie with the fish. 
There are no points for quality, if I can recognise the fish or even part of the fish you will get the 
point.

If you need help at identifying fish or even knowing what to look for and where, contact me and I 
will help otherwise there are plenty of great fish id books out there to come up with ideas.

As you can see in the photo below, 2 points is pretty easy to get and crayfish are counted along 
with crabs, octopus, each different bleeny and triple fin and I will even count jellyfish. We simply 
want you in the water. competing on a friendly basis.

Each month we will keep track of the tallies for competitors here so you can see where everyone 
is

Best of luck
Eric
editor@nelsonunderwater.club



Cable Bay Dive
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What a beautiful day. Sun was shining, not a 
breath of wind and the sea was dead flat calm. 
A great day to go diving. Shore diving or boat. 
We had 6 of us turn up.  I was surprised there 
weren’t more of us on such a perfect day. I can 
understand if you went out in your boats.Please 
remember to   drop an article off to Eric so we 
get to hear how good your day was as well.
Water temperature is still good and the vis 
looked amazing from the surface, but once you 
got under it was only 3m. The tide was at 10am 
which meant Larry had timed the day perfectly. 
Not a lot of rocks to walk over to get in. Not a lot 
of nav going on though made easy by the fact 
that the bay basically points due north and with 
the old telephone cable running straight out from 
the shore,its easy to find your way back. 
After the diving we got the BBQ going cook-
ing up a storm with sausages, bacon and eggs 
wrapped in bread. Followed by a lengthy discus-
sion on where we all wanted to dive, what kind 
of diving and bucket list dives.
It was great to see two new members turn up 
and join in the day.
A great day out. Thank you to everyone who 
showed up for the day.
Johnny Little



CLUB UPRISING
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CLUB UPRISING
FESTIVAL OF

ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND FRIENDS

Annual Club Dinner

Saturday 24th August 2019
@ a secret location to be advised

Be warned me mateys, you only have five 
months to prepare yourself and your 

entries for this auspicious occassion.... 
whoa be tide any that miss out!!!

Let us know if you could 
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I have known Johnny Little for a long time now, in 
fact he was the one that contributed most to me 
continuing diving but thats another story. John-
ny started diving in the 1980 with the Nelson 
Underwater Club when their primary role was 
diver training before dive shops and instructors 
could do it independently. In fact the only way 
you could learn to dive was through a dive club 
in those days. Originally he had a New Zealand 
Underwater ticket which was a CMAS ticket in 
disguise, in the early 1980’s Johnny went along 
to the baths to watch the divers training one night 
with his father and witnessed one of the students 
throw his dive gear over his head to put it on but 
got it horribly wrong and it ended up crashing 
onto the concrete deck breaking the valve and 
going ballistic, its a wonder he carried on with 
the sport let alone started.  We did our PADI  Ad-
vanced Open Water and Rescue Divers courses 
together with Brent Daniels at Stirling Sports in 
Nelson at the start of the 1990’s. From there we 
both helped Ross MacDonald (our club Patron) 
for many years while he trained many dive stu-
dents and became Dive Masters for him.
In the early years Johnny dived mainly with the 
club throughout the Abel Tasman, d’Urville and 
Marlborough Sounds including on the Mikhail 
Lermontov just after it went down and remembers 
trips with divers hacking at the wreck with sledge 
hammers and chisels and the debris floating to 
the surface for divers that wanted a piece of the 
pie. Most of the diving was focused on cray hunt-
ing early on and Johnny taught me how to catch 

my first cray on one of my most memorable dive 
trips along with club legends like Phil Goodall, 
George Dobson and Vince Reipen. He compet-
ed in the Bob’s Bay diving competitions, even 
managing to win his first SCUBA tank at the 
event. Over the years Johnny successfully com-
peted in the South Island spearfishing champs 

Johnny Little Profile
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throughout the South Island and won the most 
meritorious fish out of Picton one year. Fiordland 
remains his favourite diving location in New Zea-
land however Cannonball Reef on d’Urville Island 
takes a lot of beating on a good day.
In the mid 1990’s Johnny dived in the tropics 
making it to Vanuatu then Rarotonga when there 

were still plenty of fish and the coral was fantastic 
then to back Vanuatu a couple of times with club 
trips and a more recent trip to Samoa. He vividly 
remembers diving on Twin Bommies in Vanuatu 
with the club and Colin Wragg ending up diving 
naked as he forgot to take his gear on the boat 
one afternoon so dived in his underwear until an-
other club member who shall remain nameless 
removed those while he was busy taking photos. 
Vanuatu sticks in Johnny’s mind when it comes to 
outstanding dive locations with so much to see. 
The Solomon Islands beckons him as a possible 
future dive adventure. 
When it comes to adventure diving Pupu Springs 
and the Riwaka Resurgence are in the forefront 
of Johnny’s mind. Johnny has regularly guided 
divers into the cave at Riwaka and even partici-
pated in the rescue of divers from the cave late 
one winters evening when the cave was flooded 
due to recent rainfall. 
Over his nearly forty years in the Nelson Un-
derwater Club Johnny has served as Club Cap-
tain several times and had a couple of years as 
President for the club as well as quite a few on 
the committee. Johnny has always been there to 
help with events the club has been involved in 
from painting the clubrooms, building, fixing gut-
ters, running spearfishing champs, organising 
many prize givings and the list goes on. Johnny 
has always liked to reminiscing so come along 
to the meeting and have a chat about his many 
other adventures.



Buy, Sell, Swap
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Club Trainer

gaining the Adventure Night Diver.

To register your interest please contact Larry - 
Club Captain.

Don’t forget to let Larry know if you are inter-
ested in gaining the qualification and he will put 
you in touch with Paul.
For this dive you will need two working torches 
(with fresh batteries placed in the torch just 
prior to the dive) and two glow sticks per per-
son.

We are looking at planning a Night Dive on Sat 
18th May.

If you have always been interested in a night 
dive - this would be a great opportunity.

For $40 you can also be signed off as an Ad-
venture Night Diver (which can be used to-
wards part of your Advanced Certification in the 
future). This will entail a small amount of paper 
work and knowledge review prior with Paul 
(Club Trainer).

If you are already a certified advanced diver, 
but didn’t do a night dive as part of your ad-
vanced course, you may also be interested in 

Faber 12litre Steel 
Tanks

Brand new and will have 
a new test.

235psi Valve

$540.00

Contact Eric 027 237 
6132

Mares Avanti Plana Full 
Foot Fins

$75.00
Contact Eric 027 237 6132
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Wreck of the ‘Delaware’

After leaving Nelson for Napier, the newly built brig 
Delaware ran into bad weather. It was wrecked 
on rocks in a bay between Grahams Point and 
Pepin Island, about 30 km north-east of Nelson, 
that is now known as Delaware Bay. Accounts of 
the incident often focus on the heroism of Hūria 
Mātenga, the only woman among five local Māori 
who helped the crew get ashore. 
The Delaware left Nelson on the morning of 
Thursday 3 September in a light easterly wind, 
but was struck by gale-force winds and heavy rain 
overnight. By morning the vessel had lost its jib 
and was in the lee of Pepin Island. Shortly after 
Captain Robert Baldwin decided to let go the an-
chor, the windlass broke. The second anchor was 
then let go, but the vessel continued drifting. Bald-
win attempted to run the Delaware ashore, but it 
struck rocks about 200 m from safety.
At this point the first mate, Henry Squirrel, at-
tempted to swim ashore with a lead line that could 
be used to haul in a stronger cable along which 
the crew could scramble to shore. Unfortunately, 
he struck rocks when he dropped from the rigging 
into the sea. The crew managed to haul him back 
on board but he was barely conscious and they 
decided he was dying.
By this time local Māori had seen that the ship 
was in difficulties and hurried to the scene. One 
or more of them swam out to some rocks closer 
to the wreck and caught the lead line when it was 
thrown to them. They then hauled the stronger 
cable to shore and anchored it to a large rock. In 

rough conditions Hūria Mātenga (Ngāti Tama, Te 
Ati Awa and Ngāti Toa), her husband Hemi, and 
another member of the party, Ropata, went into 
the water repeatedly to help the crewmen who 
were crawling along the cable. Hūria’s brother, 
Eraia, tried to keep the cable off the rocks, while 
Kerei lit a fire and took care of the men as they 
arrived on shore.
All of the crew but Squirrel, the first mate who 
had put his life at risk, made it to safety. The 
crew and captain believed he was dead and 
left him behind when they abandoned the ship. 
But about two hours after the captain - the last 
to leave - arrived safely on shore, Squirrel ap-
peared on the deck of the ship and called for 
help. By this time the strong cable had been car-
ried away. The crew told him to lash himself to 
the rigging until the tide fell, but he was washed 
overboard. The inquest found that Squirrel’s 
death was a case of accidental drowning. The 
crew and the only passenger, Henry Skeet, de-
fended the captain’s judgement that Squirrel 
had died. One crew member recalled:
We shouted to the Captain that the hawser was 
parting, and still he waited to save the mate. He 
said, when he landed, that he lifted the mate’s 
eyelids, and fancied that he was dead. From the 
state in which I saw the deceased, after he had 
been in the water, I think it would have been im-
possible to get him ashore.
At the inquest crew members also pointed out 
that they would have all died without the efforts 
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of Hūria and the men. In recognition of their brav-
ery, and to encourage others to undertake such 
acts, the party were presented with watches at 
a ceremony on 4 November 1863. The address 
read to Hūria at this event noted that her name 
and deed would ‘find [a] place in local history’.

CLUB LOAN GEAR
We appreiate that dive gear can be ex-
pensive when you astarting out or haven’t 
dived for a while. The Nelson Underwater 
Club owns several sets of BCD’s, Regu-
lators and dive tanks that are regularly 
serviced and ready for use to any financial 
club member.

All we ask is that you return the gear clean 
and dry by the middle of the week follow-
ing borrowing it and that if you use tanks 
that they are returned full so others can 
enjoy them.

If you notice anything that is not right 
please make sure that you let us know so 
we can get it fixed as soon as possible 
and not inconvenience anyone.

Simply call Jenny on ******* to organise a 
time for you to collect it and drop it back.



Join the Club
New members are always welcome

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FIRST NAME SURNAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE MOBILE PHONE

DIVE QUALIFICATION TRAINING PROVIDER

ANY PARTICULAR ASPECT OF DIVING YOU ARE MOST INTERESTED IN?

eg: photography, cray/scallops, freediving, spearfishing

I HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE NELSON 
UNDERWATER CLUB AND THE RELEVANT LAWS OF THE LAND.

PLEASE RETURN TO ANY NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB COMITTEE MEMEBER or 
POST TO NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB, PO BOX 3743, RICHMOND, NELSON or

EMAIL TO membership@nelsonunderwater.club
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Dive in!!!
with the NUC

DIVE with the Nelson Underwater Club

FOLLOW with the Nelson Underwater Club

JOIN the FUN with the Nelson Underwater Club

www.nelsonunderwater.club


