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Editors Note

Its always amazing how fast Christmas comes around 
the older you get and you are left wondering where that 
year went to and what did I achieve. If you don’t plan to 
do anything, you never get much done and diving is the 
same. Make sure that you book on a trip and get out or 
another year will pass you by and you still won’t have 
done any.

Hopefully you will get a great break and possibly get in 
the water over the Christmas break. Kiwi’s traditionally 
head for the water at Christmas and its a poinient time to 
remind everyone to be careful, don’t take risks or become 
complacent, you can control most things that happen to 
you in the ocean just think about the consequences be-
fore you jump in, we want to see you back next year and 
hear about your adventures.

With some dodgy weather and the 60th on the dive trips 
didn’t happen last month but the calendar is full for the 
next few months so make sure that you book on at least 
one of the trips.

Even if you don’t make it on a club trip but still get out div-
ing, jot something down and send it through to me, even 
a photo of what you did, where you did it and what you 
caught would be great 

Happy diving.

Eric
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Presidents Intro

Hi everyone. 

Well Christmas is upon us already.
This year has gone so fast. The  club are putting 
on a bbq  at this  months meeting. Nothing flash 
just  bangers ,patties and hash browns. BYO 
beers but remember if you’re drinking, to bring a 
sober driver with you.

A reminder to all you keen snorkelers that the 
paua quota  has dropped, so check out the new 
MPI rules. The cod are also back in season for 
the Marlborough Sounds. All rules need to be 
double checked though so go to the website and 
have a nosey. 

French Pass weekend was an enjoyable social 
weekend. No  diving was done. Keen fisherman 

cast out a line or two and were successful. Due to 
weather and  other roading issues the numbers 
were low.

Larry has got a few more trips organised. The Ler-
montov trip has been postponed to another date. 
By the time this mag goes to print we would have 
had another trip, this time out to the Chetwood Is-
lands. This is a site that the club  haven’t dived for 
a few years. Great to see we are exploring other 
areas around the place. 

I  look forward to catching up with you all at the 
December bbq  meeting. 

Johnny

Club News
Our next club meeting will be happening Tues-
day 17th December.
Come along and see what other fellow mem-
bers have been up to and what’s coming up for 
diving this spring time!
Members as well as non members thinking 
about diving or joining a club all welcome. We 
would love for you to join us! Come along for a 
casual chat.
See you there!
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NUC Club Trips

Recent Trips: 

French Pass 14th – 17th Dec. 20 members and 
family and 5 boats were going but due to bad 
weather and a road closure only 6 turned up for 
part of the weekend.  

Sat Nov 23rd Paul Gardiner invited divers to 
join him at The Glen where he was training a 
student. 0ne joined in. 

The dive trip from Waikawa Bay on the 1st Dec 
is postponed due to bad weather forecast prob-
ably to Sun 23rd February 

Trips coming up:  

Sat 14th or Sunday 15th Dec out of Elaine Bay in 
Club member’s boats to dive the outer Pelorus 
Sounds probably the Chetwood Islands. 
 
Early next year dates yet to be decided we will 
run the Wilkins and Field spearfishing contest 
an accumulation of points over three outings. 
The first outing will also be for the Wilkin trophy. 

We also will run the King Trophy photograph 
contest consisting of the most number of fish 
species photographed underwater over a set 
period of time on the dive trip. Any underwater 
camera will do quality doesn’t matter as long as 
the fish can be identified. 

I haven’t had enough interest to confirm the 
booking for Kaikoura on Nelson Anniversary 
weekend so this probably won’t happen. 

We now have quite a few members with boats 
suitable for taking out divers so we will try and 
run trips to various sites locally over the sum-
mer and autumn. 

I will book a weekend away for March – April at 
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French pass, Te Towaka or Waitata bay. 
  
If any of you are taking boats out and have space 
to take others or you are looking for someone to 
dive with contact me and I will send out a mes-
sage on the club mailing list. 

Larry Oakly 
Club Captain 
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Thursday morning Johnny Little and myself 
headed off to the Pass but Johnny had an issue 
with his ute so I collected him and his gear from 
Rai Valley. We arrived in time for lunch. There 
was a strong North Westerly blowing and the 
weekend forecast didn’t look good. We were 
determined to enjoy ourselves whatever the 
weather so went down the track to the beach 
south of the Pass and fished off the beach 
timing casting our lines between wind gusts. 
Johnny caught two small kahawai which we had 
for dinner. 

The plan for Friday was to go out freediving for 
paua but others planning on coming down for 
Friday pulled out because of the forecast which 
turned out a good move. Elmslie Bay where the 
village, wharf and boat ramp was sheltered from 
the wind so we had no problem launching my 
3.8m Osprey. We trolled our way through the 
pass with a strong tidal flow against the wind 
which  created some pressure waves which we 
steered around. We went up near the southern 
end of  D’Urville Island which sheltered us from 
the worst of the wind. We drift fished for the 

morning catching two blue cod and a snapper 
each. Then we decided to go around into Admi-
ralty Bay and fish off mussel farms for snapper. 
We pulled into the beach grabbed a bit of lunch 
and trolled our way around the corner and along 
to a sheltered mussel farm. All we could catch 
was big blue cod which we couldn’t keep as the 
inner Sounds is closed until Dec 20th for tak-
ing blue cod and we already had our daily limit 
of two each. We tried the outer line of another 
mussel farm with the same result. I believe the 
Blue cod closure in the inner Sounds is working 
as in the past I have not caught Blue cod very 
often on the outer lines of mussel farms. I would 
like to see the closure expanded to cover all of 
the Challenger East Area.
 
I had twenty members and family including 13 
divers and 4 boats arriving on Friday evening 
but because of the weather forecast and a slip 
on the Whangamoa hill closing the road at times 
only Nik Spijkerman, Mellisa, Jason Terry and 
Matt Parker with his boat turned up. Johnny and 
myself enjoyed eating snapper for dinner hop-
ing the smell of fried snapper would make the 

French Pass Trip
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others envious. Saturday forecast for the Cook 
area was for 50 knots Northerly. It was calm at 
the boat ramp and wharf area but the divers 
chickened out and decided to fish of the beach 
only catching Sand sharks. After lunch we 
walked down to the beach on the southern side 
of the Pass to fish with no luck other than an 
undersized blue cod.  The north westerly wind 
was strong and with rain starting we gave up 
and retired to the Big house to have a drink and 
relax. Three of them decided to go home after 
dinner leaving Matt, Johnny and myself. 

Sunday morning we tidied and cleaned the 
house then went fishing in Matt’s boat at the 
southern end of D’Urville Island. The wind and 
sea had dropped a lot. We drifted right across 
Current Basin, catching cod all the way with 
most not being big enough to keep but eventu-
ally getting two each but no snapper. We eat 
our lunch back at the Big House them came 
home. It was a pity about the weather but we 
can’t control it. I will book it again for about 
march or April. 
Larry Oakly
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Xmas Barbecue Meet

Our December meeting will be at our clubrooms at Pioneer Park as usual on Tuesday 17th De-
cember at 7:30pm.

The club is putting of a Barbecue for thise of you attend, you will need to bring your own drinks 
and driver but the Barbecue is there for everyone to enjoy on the evening while catching up about 
recent diving.

17th December, 7: 30pm start
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Any   OLD   Magazines
Help Wanted!
The magazine has always been an integral part of our club, with the first issues dating back to 
1950’s. Many of these are gathering dust in the club rooms. We need volunteers to help us scan 
and upload as many issues as we can to put up onto our website, NelsonUnderwater.club so that 
all can enjoy the rich history and deep local knowledge we have within the club.

If you can help, please contact Nik at website@nelsonunderwater.club or phone/text 022 0438645.

View our magazine online at www.nelsonunderwater.club

DIVE  TIME
Next Meeting: Tuesday 16th April 2019 7:30pm
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View our magazine online at www.nelsonunderwater.club

DIVE  TIME
Next Meeting: Tuesday 16th July 2019 7:30pm
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View our magazine online at www.nelsonunderwater.club

DIVE  TIME
Next Meeting: Tuesday 17th September 2019 7:30pm
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View our magazine online at www.nelsonunderwater.club

DIVE  TIME
Next Meeting: Tuesday 21th May 2019 7:30pm
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Out Diving
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Aqualung Conshelf Regulators. well serviced and 
in excellent conditions, these regulators have 
history with hundreds of amazing adventure, in 
fact they are really a collectors item.

Contact Ross MacDonald  027 657 7570

ForSale
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The Pearl

Pacific Harbour is on the South western corner 
of Fiji’s main island Vanua Levu, at one stage it 
was regarded as the up and coming centre for 
tourism in Fiji. A couple of large resorts were built 
but never eventuated into anything as there was 
little to do in the area and it is nearly a three hour 
drive from Nadi airport and Suva International 
all but closed to international travelers but it was 
still a good hour from there. Today the area has 
had a little resurgence with a few resorts starting 
up and tourism activities from Zoo’s to adventure 
parks, paint balling, white water rafting and of 
course the reason we were here diving, in par-
ticular shark diving.

I had left Anne to dive with Aqua-trek while I 
worked in Suva for a couple of days before join-
ing her on the dives during the weekend. We 
stayed at The Pearl in Pacific Harbour, its a very 
nice resort but dating quickly as resorts due in 
the tropics. Despite having three restaurants the 
meal options are very limited and expensive but 
there are plenty of options outside the resort and 
we actually found that the most reasonable and 
tasty was the little one next to the dive shop. 
Just down the road is The Uprising, which is a 

great place to stay with accommodation avail-
able from backpackers dormitories through to 
luxury units. At the end of the day, there is no 
shortage of options to stay or eat at in Pacific 
Harbour and Im sure that anyone would find 
something to suit their budget and tastes.

For many years now we have chosen to dive 
with Aqua-trek as they seem the most accom-
modating and friendly but there are a couple 
of operators if you are keen to dive here, make 
sure that you pre book for the Shark dives as 
they are usually pretty booked out most of the 
year but this time we were there in November 
and it was a little quieter and they had a few 
spare places. They have a good selection of 
gear if you wish to hire some rather than carry 
it over like we do, its not really a problem as 
you don’t need a lot of clothes and with a thin-
ner wetsuit than at home it doesn’t take up a 
lot of room in your bag.

Aqua-trek have a couple of boats, usually the 
bigger ten metre for the Shark dives and the 
smaller seven metre for the reef dives. The 
shark dives aren’t every day so you need to 
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check when you are planning a trip, as I was 
only diving two days in the weekend we had 
the shark dive on the Saturday and a wreck/
reef dive on the Sunday. We assembled 
around 8:30am and left the marina by 9:30am 
for a half hour trip out to the mooring where the 
appropriately named dive site, “The Bistro” is 
located. The mornings are usually pretty calm 
but the wind comes up as the day progresses 
and its quite often a choppy trip home but noth-
ing horrendous. Entering the water you drop 
down the mooring to a horizontal rope where 
you do your safety stop at five metres and can 
see the wall below that the punters sit behind, 
already you can see several sharks cruising 
around the bottom, mainly White tips, Ragged 
Tooth, Lemon Sharks and Silver tips. The wall 
is at 18metres and the guides position you be-
hind the wall for the best view, its a little unusu-
al kneeling on the bottom but you soon forget 
that as you start to see the Bull Sharks coming 
in inquisitively in anticipation of their free meal. 
Today the sharks weren’t quite as numerous as 
we have seen them before but you couldn’t be 
disappointed. 

Once everyone is in position and the guides 
are behind you with their special prods to direct 
the sharks away from you when they get a lit-
tle close for the guides comfort, the dive master 
that is tasked with feeding the sharks moves into 
position cautiously as he observes the circling 
sharks. There is no doubt that these guys know 
whats coming, along with the massive Grouper 
and thousands of other fish that have become 
accustom to an easy meal. While they know a 
meal is coming, they aren’t reliant on it and will 
move off for days and weeks at a time before 
returning again but while they are here they 
seem to have a dinner etiquette and polite cruise 
by waiting their turn, even seemingly knowing 
to travel in one direction. The feeder presents a 
large Tuna head which is not always taken and 
the feeder regularly holds the head back if the 
shark isn’t in exactly the right position. The big 
Bull Sharks have a fearsome reputation and are 
certainly efficient hunters, they have a bigger 
reputation for being unpredictable but I haven’t 
encountered this on any of the dives I have had 
with them. In fact they look very benign and have 
everything sorted. These are huge fish, they 
are all around three metres in length and have 
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a massive girth and if one of these creatures 
bumped into you, you would know about it. They 
will suck the  Tuna head in whole with ease and 
violently crush it in their powerful jaws while 
being chased by smaller sharks and fish clean-
ing up any tit bits that float away. Feeding time 
means that there are a lot of close encounters 
and you regularly have to duck as these huge 
beasts glide over you without having the slight-
est interest in you.

We are usually put in front of the wall these 
days close to the feeder and things regularly 
get extremely chaotic with little time to react and 
sharks constantly bumping into the cameras 
strobes. It is not uncommon to have our minder 
prod the incoming shark with his stick to deflect 
it away from us. I can guarantee that this dive 
would cure anyones phobia of sharks, they are 
so calculating and graceful yet extremely im-
posing and powerful, all divers should put this 
dive on there bucket list. There are not many 
places that you will see at least seven spe-
cies of sharks in the same dive especially in 
the numbers here, we have seen up to 40 Bull 
Sharks on a single dive. With Aqua-trek you get 

to dive the same site twice with a surface inter-
val between and the second dive has a grand 
finale where they release a wheelie bin of burly 
into the water about fifteen metres above the 
feeding area and you get to witness the most 
amazing feeding frenzy with every available fish 
forming a swirling cyclone from the seafloor to 
the bin.

This is a dive that I never get sick of and my re-
spect for sharks intensifies. Book a trip you will 
see for yourself.
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This challenge is open to all members 
of the Nelson Underwater Club using a 
GoPro or similar micro action camera 
on a recognised NUC Club Trip to cap-
ture the most recognisable species of 
fishlife, including crustaceans, mam-
mals and cephalopods (excluding in-
vertebrates, molluscs, weeds, and al-
gae).

* Only a GoPro or similar micro action 
camera with auto-focus and without 
the ability to zoom while in use are per-
mitted to be used.

* Entrants must be a financial mem-
ber of the Nelson Underwater Club by  
31/01/2020

* Only one nominated species per pho-
tograph.

* Photographs are in New Zealand wa-
ters only

* One point for each species plus an 
additional point if your buddy or your-
self is in the photo. (applies to every 
photograph presented)

* Photographs must be emailed within 
7 days of the trip they were taken on to 
editor@nelsonunderwater.club

* Points will accumulate and there is 
no limit to the number of entries.

* Scores will be advertised monthly in 
the NUC Magazine

* The winner is the member with the 
most accumulated points for the year

* Photographs must be taken between 
01/04/2019 and  31/3/2020

Micro Challenge
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Micro Challenge Scores

1 x Fish

1 x Diver plus

= 2 Points

This is designed as a fun challenge that everyone can participate in regardless of your diving 
experience or camera quality. You simply need to go diving and realistically you don’t even need 
to go far to get started as alot of fish can be located close to shore on reefs and sand easily ac-
cessed by shore diving so you don’t even need access to a boat. This couldn’t be easier. Get a 
buddy and a cheaper micro camera and get in the water taking photos. 

I will even give you a game plan. Once you have your buddy and camera, make a list of fish you 
wan to photograph with them. Talk about where you would find each fish and make a plan how you 
will find it and get a photo of it, remember that if you include your buddy in the photo you will get 
an extra point on your score as a bonus. I will even give you a point if you get a selfie with the fish. 
There are no points for quality, if I can recognise the fish or even part of the fish you will get the 
point.

If you need help at identifying fish or even knowing what to look for and where, contact me and I 
will help otherwise there are plenty of great fish id books out there to come up with ideas.

As you can see in the photo below, 2 points is pretty easy to get and crayfish are counted along 
with crabs, octopus, each different bleeny and triple fin and I will even count jellyfish. We simply 
want you in the water. competing on a friendly basis.

Each month we will keep track of the tallies for competitors here so you can see where everyone 
is

Best of luck
Eric
editor@nelsonunderwater.club



We are NZ’s only Drysuit manufacturer meaning 
we are the best people to offer repairs, servic-
ing and alterations to all makes and models of 
Drysuits and Waders we carry most replacement 
parts in stock so we can provide quick turn-
around.
Paul has 15 years knowledge and experience 
in the industry and knows all the brands and all 
the tricks, over these years he has seen repairs 
that are potentially dangerous or have not been 
done well and have cost more money to fix prop-
erly.  Make sure the person working on your suit 
knows what they are doing.

These are the repairs we offer:

Full Drysuit and Wader testing
Cuffs and Neck seal replacements (latex and 
neoprene)
Boot replacements
Zip replacements
Restitching
Valve servicing and cleaning
Sitech or Viking dry glove, cuff and neck ring 
systems fitted
Alterations
Neck dams/yokes fitted
Contact us with your repair needs and to find out 
a cost.

25 Station Road, Wellsford, Auckland 0900, New 
Zealand

09 423 8237   021 425 706

info@oceandry.co.nz
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 make sure that you “Like” us

Nelson Underwater Club
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Photos and videos
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CLUB LOAN GEAR

We appreiate that dive gear can be expensive when you astarting out or haven’t dived for a 
while. The Nelson Underwater Club owns several sets of BCD’s, Regulators and dive tanks 
that are regularly serviced and ready for use to any financial club member.

All we ask is that you return the gear clean and dry by the middle of the week following bor-
rowing it and that if you use tanks that they are returned full so others can enjoy them.

If you notice anything that is not right please make sure that you let us know so we can get 
it fixed as soon as possible and not inconvenience anyone.

Simply call Jenny on ******* to organise a time for you to collect it and drop it back.
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Join the Club
New members are always welcome

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FIRST NAME SURNAME

EMAIL

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE MOBILE PHONE

DIVE QUALIFICATION TRAINING PROVIDER

ANY PARTICULAR ASPECT OF DIVING YOU ARE MOST INTERESTED IN?

eg: photography, cray/scallops, freediving, spearfishing

I HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE NELSON 
UNDERWATER CLUB AND THE RELEVANT LAWS OF THE LAND.

PLEASE RETURN TO ANY NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB COMITTEE MEMEBER or 
POST TO NELSON UNDERWATER CLUB, PO BOX 3743, RICHMOND, NELSON or

EMAIL TO membership@nelsonunderwater.club
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Dive in!!!
with the NUC

DIVE with the Nelson Underwater Club

FOLLOW with the Nelson Underwater Club

JOIN the FUN with the Nelson Underwater Club

www.nelsonunderwater.club


